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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

By the George Washington, from Liverpool 
March 25. 

There was a report in London that the king of 
Hanover was dead. 

Canada. A motion has been made to have all 
the expenses of Jord Durham and Powlett Thomp.- 
son, as governor of Canada, laid before parliament. 

Chinese affairs. It is well known that double 
pay has been given to some parties engaged in has- 
tening and accompanying the armament to China, 
and that in our arsenals the Sabbath has been em- 
ployed to expedite the completion of the required in- 
struments of destruction. Besides the addition to 
our taxation for the increase of the army and navy, 
the price of tea has advanced more than 13s.3d. per 
penne. which, on the annual consumption of the 
cingom, amounts to upwards of £2,500,000 ster- 
ling, chiefly paid by the working classes. 

London inoney market, March 23d. twelve o'clock. 
Consols for immediate transfer are 902 to 904 and 
jor April 91. Exchequer bills 15 pm. Fast India 
bonds 3pm. New 83 per cents. 98 to2. Dutch 
(2) 52 to 53. Spanish bonds heavy 931, Portu- 
guese 34}. French fives from 112+ to 1124. Russia 
112} to3. Austria 1114. 7 

Colton, at Liverpool, was not very active the week 
preceding the 24th ult. and prices had receded about 
#d per Ib. and the receipts had been larre. Flour 
and wheat were dull both at London and Liverpool, 
the previous rates of the former were scarcely sus- 
tained while the latter had receded. 

_ Liverpool corn market, March 24. The transac- 
tions in wheat since Tuesday have been of very 
linited nature; confined, in fact, to the purchases 
of needy buyers who, on Friday, were enabled to 
supply themselves at 2d. to 3d. per bushel below our 
previous quotations; and, at this decline were not 
induced to extend their dealings beyond what might 
be required by their immmediate wants. American 
free flour has gone off slowly at 43s. 6d. per barrel 
for the best brands. There are sellers at 30s. in 
bond, but no purchases have transpired. 

FRANCE. 

Toulon, March 18. All the ships in our roadstead 
are getting ready for sailing ata moment’s notice. 
They are expected to be sent on a cruise off the 
Vou, VI'N.—-Sic. 8. 


4|/the continuance of the expedition against Abdel 





coast of Africa, from Algiers to Morocco, during ; Boxer on Friday, at Baitimore, the executive com- 


Kader. Jt isalmost certain, however, that the Emir 
obtains all his ammunition from Morocco by land- 
carriages, and this we shall never be able to pre- 
vent. 

Havre market, March 28. Cotions. We have had 
generally a languid market for the article, since our 


inittee of the American Colonization society have 
had despatches from governor Buchanan, of Liberia, 
dated 27th January last. 

The governor’s health is restored, and general 


health prevails throughout the commonwealth— 


two death only having occurred among all the emi- 
grants who arrived there in March and September 


last report of the 15th instant, with daily drooping | of lastyear. Improvements were steadily advanc- 


prices for the United States short staple productions, | 
which are 1 a2 centimes per 3 kil. lower than they | 
were a week ago. 

The sales comprise 5,098 B. consisting of: 2,902 
B.N. Orleans, at f. 62 to f. 98 —373 B. Mobiie, at f. 68 
to f. 85;—1,776 B. Upland, at f. 65 to f. 83; the 
whole duty paid. 

On the other hand, notwithstanding the head 
wind which has prevailed during the greatest part 
of the time, a quantity of the vessels expected 
which were on the soundings have succeeded in 
reaching our port, and have brought us 17,325 b. 
supplies, viz: 16,700 b. U. States and 675 b. Brazils. 

Sales in March, 18,071 17,150 

Stock - 85,840 76,444 

Corn, &c. Wheat has again advanced If. per 
sack of 200 k. We have had a sale of 2,600 ho. soft 
Odessa, at 57f. 50 per sack. The supplies have 


ing; provisions abundant. The surveys of lands 
for the emigrants expected by the Saluda (which 
left Norfolk in February) were completed; the 
quality was of the very best, and well watered with 
living streams. Houses were preparing for their 
reception, and a light house was nearly completed 
on Cape Mesurado, (the first on that coast). 

The number of vessels visiting the port of Mon- 
rovia annually increases, and is now furnishing a 
good market tor fresh provisions. 

The schooner Campbell, formerly a United States 
revenue cutter, sold at Baltimore last year, and 
bought for Petro Blancho for a slaver, was taken on 
the coast of Africa Ist December last by a British 
brig of war. The Campbell, having been captur- 
ed under American colors, was ordered by governor 
B. that she might be sent to the United States for 
condemnation. The vessel requiring repairs, was 





been 732 sacks and 13,000 ho. from the north, and 
a few parcels coastwise. 


perinitted to enter the river Mesurado, and, very 
shortly after, one of the officers and some of the 


A cargo of 6,800 hec. Wissmar wheat (averag- | crew (Americans) disclosed the fact, and abundant . 


ing 764 k. per hee.) has just been disposed of, at 
70 f. per sack of 200 k. 

Average price of wheat on the 22d March, 1840, 
70f. per sack, 1839, 59f. do. 1838, 45f. do. 1837, 42f. 
do. 1836, 40f. do. 

Flour is more in demand. 

GERMANY. 

Emigrantion to the United States. “At no period 
the Mayence Gazette observes ‘“‘was emigration to 
North America so considerable as at present. The 








testimony, that the schooner was a slaver, and be- 
longed still to the said Blancho, a noted Spanish 
slave dealer. On this disclosure, the captain, 
Jacob Galt, said to be a native of Alexandria, in 
this district, fled from the vessel, which, with ber 
cargo, will be a prize to the colonial authorities. 
The schooner is 65 tons, and was to have taken 250 

aves from Gallenas to Havana. 

The success of the British cruisers in capturing 
slave vessels has of late been so great that the bar- 


emigrants, in general, are families in easy circuin- iricoons, or slave factories, were crowded with 
stances, some evenrich, and whole caravans of them! slaves, without the means uf transporting them. 
are daily passing through this town. ‘The Ameri-| Great mortality had consequently taken place 


cans will be delighted with their new colonists, as 
most of them are young, active men, between 20 
and 30 years of age. On the 15th and 14th instant, 
upwards of 600 persons left the environs of Alzei 
fur Havre by land. Only a short time ago, 60 per- 
sons {from Bingen, Upper Hesse and Rhenish Prus- 
sia, took the same road, and will be followed to- 
morrow by as many more from the grand Duchy of 
Baden.” 
RUSSIA. 

A letter from Berlin, in the Augsburg Gazette, 
states on the authority of accounts from Russia, 
that the corps under general Perowsky had, on its 
march to Chivia, met with serious and unexpected 
obstacles. The Khan had destroyed all the bridges 
over the rivers and ravines, and as wood is very 
scarce in that country, the expedition, which was 
harrassed by a numerous cavalry of Usbecks, was 
much delayed in re-establishing the comiunica- 
tions, and consequently advanced but slowly. , 

SPAIN. 

Madrid, March 18. The congress of deputies is 

at length constituted. M. Isturitz has been chosen 


| ply of aimmunition, 


among them. 

It is gratifying to learn that all the native chiefs 
through whose territory the road to the interior is 
laid have consented to permit it to @e opened, and 
will guarantee its free use. 

Mr. Pinny and two other missionaries, sent out 
in October last by the general assembly boards of 
foreign missions to select sites for the mission sta- 
tion, have examined the coast for six hundred miles, 
and returned in good health. ‘Their report will be 
highly interesting. Your obedent servant, 

S. WILKESON. 
Chairman execulive commmiilee. 
MEXICO. 

The republic of Rio Grande. In the late accounts 

from Mexico, by the way of New Orleans, we find 


it stated that Canales, the leader of the federalists, 


had retired from before Matamoras without fight- 
ing, the place being considered too strongly yarri- 
soned, and his own army having but a scanty sup- 
It seems that corruption has 
entered the ranks of the federalists, and that the 
government leaders find gold a more eflicient wea- 
pon than the sword. Canales having marched upon 





president by a large majority. The other members 
of the bureau are from the same party. 
quiet. The accounts from the provinces are all sa- 
tisfactory. The state of siege has just been raised. 

Madrid journals of the 16th inst. have come to 
hand. The Madrid elections were declared valid 
by the chamber of deputies on the 14th, as were 
those of Seville, Malara, andof the Baleric island, | 
on the 16th, without any opposition. It was ex- | 
pected that the house would be consiituted on that 
day. 

The address of the senate in answer to the 
queen’s speech was presented to her majesty on 
the 16th. 

AFRICA. 

Oran, March 10. A. treaty has been concluded 
between Abdel Kader and the emperor of Moroc- 
co, on the subject of the holy war, for the com- 
plete extirpation of the French. The Emir has 
succeeded and is placed upon an equality with the 
sultan. Great preparations are being made at Ne- 
drama, a town on the frontier of Morocco, Abdel 
Kader is at Tiemeen remounting his cavalry. 

From Liberia. To the edilors of the National In- 
tellegencer. Gentlemen: By the arrival of the brig 


Madrid is | 


Monterey, where Arista was stationed with eleven 
hundred of the centralist troops, found himself oblig- 
ed to avoid a battle on account of the desertion of 
three hundred men, with a colonel of infantry, and 
major general Lopez, the most skilful officer in the 
federal army. ‘Lhis defection was brought about, 





it is stated, by Mexican money. At the last ac- 
counts the federalists were retreating’ the portion 
of the army which yetremains incorruptible, being 
firm aud determined in the cause which they have 
espoused. [ Balt. American. 


TEXAS. 

Battie with the Cumanche Indians in Texas. The 
Texas Sentinel, extra, of March 24th, gives the 
official account of a recent battle with the Cuman- 
ches at San Antonio. 

On the 19th March, a body of 65 Indians arrived 
at that place, bringing Miss Lockhart, a tittle girl 
taken by them a year and a half since from the 
Guadaloupe, for the purpose of holding a council 
with the agents of our government. ‘They said they 
wished to see if they could get a high price for her; 
and if so they would bring all the other prisoners, 





one ata time. Miss Lockhart stated that she had 
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seen all the other prisoners at theircamp afew days 
before she left. Col. W. G. Cooke, acting secreta- 
ry of war, being present, thought it proper to take 
hostages for the safe return of the prisoners, and 
col. Fisher was ordered to march too companies 
and place them in the immediate vicinity of the 
council room. Aftersome parleying in relation to 
the prisoners, one company was orcered to march 
into the room, and the other to the rear of the build- 
ing, where the warriors were assembled. The 
chiefs were then told that they were prisoners and 
would not be liberated until they restored their 
white prisoners. One sprang to the back door and 
attempted to pass the sentinel, who presented his 
musket, when the Indian drew his knife and stab- 
bed him. A general rush was then made for the 
doors. Captain Howard caught one by the collar 
and received a severe stab. He then ordered the 
sentinel to shoot the Indian, which was instantly 
done. They all then drew their knives and bows 
for battle, and the whole twelve chiefs were imme- 
diately shot. 

In the mean time capt. Reed’s company was af- 
tacked by the warriors in the rear of the yard, who 
fought with desperation. ‘The Indians were driven 
into the stone houses, from which they kept up a 
gallant fire with their bows and rifles. Whenever 
their arrows struck, it was with such force that it 
penetrated to the feather. A small number suc- 
ceeded in gaining the opposite side of the river, but 
col. Wells pursued them with a party of mounted 
men, and killed all, with the exception of one re- 
negade Mexican. 

A single warrior took refuge ina stone house, 
refusing every offer of life sent him through the 
squaws, and after killing and wounding several of 
our men, the building was fired at night and he was 
shot as he passed the door. 

The whole number of warriors, excepting the 
Mexicans, amounting to 35, were killed, besides 
two women and three children. Our loss was seven 
killed, viz: Lieut. W. M. Dunningston, privates 
Kammiski and Whitney, Judge Thompson, of Hous- 
ton; Judge Hood, of Bexar; Mr. Cayce, of Mata- 
gorda, anda Mexican. 

Wounded—Capt. G. T. Howard, Ist infantry, 
Capt. Mathew Caldwell, Ist infantry; Lieut. K. A. 
Thompson, private Kelly, company 1; judge Ro- 
binson, Mr. Higginbotham, Mr. Morgan, and Mr. 
Carson. Total wounded, eight. Howard, Thomp- 
son and Kelly, very severely. 

In addition to the above, judge Robinson was se- 
verely wounded with an arrow, and Mr. J. C. Mor- 
gan, after receiving two shots from the bow, seized 
hold of an axe, and revenged himself by killing two 
Indians, “ 

At the request of the prisoners, a squaw was libe- 
rated and well mounted, to go to the main tribe, and 
request an exchange of prisoners, she promised to 
return in four days with our captive friends, and 
cols. Cooke and McLeod will wait until their return. 

We learn from Durkee, who arrived from Austin 
last evening that Col. Burleson has been called upon 
to organize an expedition forthwith to operate against 
the Cumanches. He will raise one company on 
the Colorado, and at Austin, and take with him the 
company which left Houston a short time since, un- 
der capt. Pierce, and a body of Tonkwa Indians. 

Col. Maverick has brought information to Hous- 
ton, that on the advance of the centralists, under 
Arista, towards Guerrero, where the provisional 
government of the new republic of Rio Grande was 
established, the members of the government appoint- 
ed the lake of Espantoso, on the Neuces river, as 
the temporary seat of government of the new re- 

ublic. A company of their troops is now said to 
be on its way to take possession of the spot. 

The Morning Star calls this an invasion of our 
territery, and hints that our govenment should not 
permit it to pass unrebuked. The measure is 
doubtless a violation of the nice rules of interna- 
tional etiquette, but we think our government would 
show a want of proper equanimity to allow itself to 
be disturbed by and event so trifling. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. 

John 8. Hacker, register of the land office at Kas- 
kaskia, Illinois, vice Milles Hotehkiss, whose coin- 
mission will expire on the 30th of April, 1840. 

William Armistead Terrell, register of the land 
office at Augusta, Mississippi, vice William Howze, 
deceased. 

Robert N. Kelley, register of the land office at 
Opelousas, Louisiana, vice Edward V. Davis, de- 
ceased. 

Henry L. Biscoe, register of the land office for 
the district of lands subject to sale at Helena, in the 
state of Arkansas, from the Ist of May, 1840, when 
his present commission will expire. 





Consut, &c. The president has recognised Pierre 
d’Alesandro as vice consul of Sardinia to reside at 
Boston. 

Bernard E. Bee, esquire, presented this morning, 
to the secretary of state, his credentials as charge 
d’affaires of the republic of Texas, near the govern- 
ment of the United States, and was introduced in 
his official character to the president, 

General Dunlap, who, for some time, had resided, 
at Washington as minister plenipotentiary and en- 
voy extraordinary of Texas, had his audience of 
leave, at which he presented to the president his 
letter of recall. [ Washington Globe. 


TARIFF CONVENTION. A convention is propos- 
ed to be held at Philadelphia, on the 11th of May, 
in favor of a’ protective tariff. Meetings are called 
in various parts of Pennsylvania to appoint de- 
legates thereto. At the meeting at Lewisburg, Union 
county, spirited resolutions were adopted. 

The resolutions offered by C. B. Penrose, in se- 
nate of Pennsylvania, in favor of the tariff, have 
passed that body, as have also those by Thomas 
Williams, instructing their representatives in con- 
gress to advocate the distribution of the proceeds 
arising from sales of public lands, equally among the 
states. 


CoNDITION OF THE BANKS. The report made 
last week by the secretary of the treasury on the 
condition of the banks throughout the union, con- 
tains much valuable information. From it we ex- 
tract the following comparative view of their con- 
dition, according to returns nearest to January Ist, 


1839, and January Ist, 1840. 
1839. 1840, 

No. of banks from which returns 

have been received, 662 661 
No. of branches do. do. 178 139 
No. of banks the affairs of which 

have been estimated for want 

of returns, 61 
No. of branches do. do. 40 
Whole number of banks and 

branches in operation, _ 840 901 
Capital paid in, $327 132,512 $358,442,692 


492,278,015 
36,128,464 


Loans and discounts, 
Stocks, 


462,896,523 
42,411,750 


Real estate, 16,607,832 29,181,919 
Other investments, 23,352,248 24,592,580 
Due from other banks, 53,898.357 41,140,184 


Notes of other,banks on hand, 27,372,966 20,797,892 


Specie funds, 3,612,367 3,623,874 
Specie, 45,132,637 33,105,155 
Circulation, 135,170,995 106,968,572 
Deposites, 90,240,146 75,696,857 
Due other banks, 53,135,503 44,159,615 


Other liabilities, 62,946,248 43,275,153 

The Globe states that as near as can be ascer- 
tained, the bank circulation in those parts of the 
country in which specie payments have been main- 
tained, that is,in New England, New York and 
Ohio, was, on the Ist of last January, on $34,552,972, 
against $46,924,121 on the Ist of January, 1839, 
showing a diminution of upwards of 12 millions, or 
nearly 27 per cent. on the whole amount. In the 
remaining states and territories the bank circula- 
tion was, as uearly as can be ascertained, on the 
Ist of January last, $72,415,400 against $88,235,884, 
on the Ist of January, 1839, showing a diminution 
of nearly 16 millions, or about 18 per cent. on the 
whole amount. 

Estimating the currency of Mississippi, adds the 


Globe, as worth fifty cents in the dollar, and that of 


the other states wherein the banks have suspended 
specie payments, atan average depreciation of 6 per 
cent. the whole value of the bank circulation of the 
union was, on the Ist of January last, $95,938,527, 
against $135,170,995, on the Ist of January, 1839. 
The decrease is upwards of 39 millions, or at the 
rate of about 30 per cent. 

The same paper concludes thus: ‘‘We have ar- 
rived at the condition in which we were in 1819, 
1820 and 1821; that is to say, when, as Mr. Craw- 
ford remarked the currency was, in many parts of 
country, not only unsound in quality, but deficient 
in quantity. 

From this statement it appears that the banks have 
been compelled within one year to contract their 
circulation upwards of twenty-eight millions of dol- 
lars, or about twenty per cent. And although there 
has been a great contraction, taking the country 
throughout, yet in some districts there has been an 
immense expansion. In Mississippi, for example, 
the circulation, according to the returns nearest to 
January, 1839, was 12 millions, and according to 
returns nearest to January, 1840, it was 15 millions, 
showing an increase of about 25 per cent. In Ohio, 
on the contrary, in June, 1839, the circulation was 
6,885,263 dollars, and in January, 1840, it was only 
$4,407,127, showing a decrease of nearly 33 per 


jcent. in the short period of six months. 


NAVAL. 
Court martial. The Army and Navy Chronicle 
says~A naval court martial will assemble at the 
navy yard in Philadelphia, on the fourth Monday in 
May, (beirg the 2th day of the month), for the 
trial of com. Jesse D. Elliott. 

The court wiil be composed of com. Jacob Jones, 
president; com. Lewis Warrington, com. William 
M. Crane, com. John Downes, com. James Ren. 
shaw, captain Charles W. Morgan, captain David 
Conner, captain John D. Sloat, capt. George W, 
Storer, members. John M. Read, esq. of Philadel. 
phia. judge advocate. 


The Army and Navy Chronicle says that purser 
J. Colson has been dismissed from the navy, by the 
president, for a defalcation in his accounts. 


U. 8. frigate Columbia. Advices from this vessel, 
state that she was at Oahu on the 20th of October, 
She had lost sixty-six men since leaving the United 
States, and there were one hundred on the sick list 
at the above date. The scurvy had caused this mor- 
tality and disease. The writer of a journal on board 
the Columbia, published in the New York Journal 
of Commerce, complains of the manner in which the 
ship’s company had been treated with respect to 
fresh provisions and proper nourishment in sickness, 
At Oahu the ship was plentifully supplied with fresh 
meat and vegetables; poultry, butter and fruit were 
also abundant. The Columbia was to start in a few 
days for Otaheite on her route to Valparaiso. 


STATES OF THE UNION, 
RHODE ISLAND. 

Election. The annual election took place on the 
15th inst. Samuel Ward King, the whig candidate, 
was elected by a majority of about 1,300 votes, 
which is said to be larger than ever was given in a 
contested gubernatorial election in that state. The 
entire whig senate was elected by a majority of 1,320. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The Connecticut Historical society intend soon 
to celebrate the second centennial anniversary of 
the adoption of the constitution of Connecticut and 
New Haven. ‘The day appointed for that occasion 
is the 21st of the present month, and the orator of 
the day isthe venerable Dr. Webster. 

NEW YORK. 

Opening of the canals. The canal commissioners 
have given notice that the canals of this state will 
be opened for navigation on the 2Uth inst. 

The rev. Dr. McAuley has resigned his profes- 
sorship and the presidency of the New York Theo- 
logical seminary—to take effect from the close of 
the present term. 

Erie canal. We learn from the Newark Daily 
Advertiser that there are over 9,000 men now at 
work on the Erie canal, between Utica and Albany. 
The canal commissioners are making great exer- 
tions to get the canal opened as soon alter the 20th 
inst. as possible. 

New York city election. The election for mayor, 
aldermen and common council, took place on Tues- 
day the 14th. The administration aldermen suc- 
ceeded in twelve and the whigs in five of the wards. 

Mr. Varien, the administration candidate, is re- 
elected mayor, by a majority of 1,662 votes. 

The general banking law. We were in error yes- 
terday in stating thatthe court of errors had decid- 
ed on Monday that this law was constitutional. 
That decision was pronounced yesterduy by the 
adoption of the following resolution, moved by Mr. 
Verplanck: 

Resolved, That the law entitled ‘‘an act to au- 
thorise the business of banking,” passed 18th 
April, 1838, is valid, and was constitutionally 
enacted, although it may not have received the as- 
sent of two-thirds of the members elected to each 
branch of the legislature. 

The decision on Monday affirmed the judgment 
of the supreme court, but did not reach, save by 
implication, the question of the constitutionality of 
the act. [.dlbany Gaz. 





PENNSYLVANIA. 

In the house of representatives of the state legis- 
lature, on the 2d April,a personal indignity was per- 
petrated by one of the meinbers of that body, upon 
one of his fellow members, of so aggravated a cha- 
racter, that, notwithstanding his being a leading 
inember of the party in majority in that house, he 
was on the 7th instant, after due reference and con- 
sideration of the subject, in conformity with the 
report of a committee appointed thereon, expelled 
from his seat, by a vote of more than two-thirds. 
We subjoin Mr. Penniman’s report: 

The select committee were appointed under the 
following resolution: 

“Whereas, a personal difficulty has this day oc- 
curred in the hall of this house, during its ses- 
sion, between the gentleman from Bediord, (Mr. 





McElwee), and the gentleman from Northumber- 
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jor A. McNeal, of Alachua, and not rey. Mr. McNeill 
as reported in our last paper. 

An officer was fired upon and severely wounded 
by Indians, at the Steenehatchie, on the 26th ult. 

Two soldiers were killed near fort King on the 
26th ult. 

St. Augustine Feb. 21. Numerous signs of Indi- 
ans have been in the neighborhood of 1iver Santafee. 

From New Smyrna. On the 24th ult. a party of 
wood cutters belonging to the garrison at New 
Smyrna, were fired upon by the Indians, half a 
inile from the fort. ‘They wounded one man, cap- 
tured three muskets, and a spare jacket or so. A 
sally was made by the garrison, and as usual, no 
success. While the troops were pursuing them, 
one In:lian had the temerity to venture within sight 
of the garrison with a soldier’s jacket on, and in 
range of three six pounders. 

On Wednesday last, a party of gentlemen started 
in quest of the lost Jacksonville mail. Proceeding 
to the scene of the murder of its carrier, they trailed 
the Indians about two miles in a northwesterly di- 
rection, and came to a small cluster of trees where 
they had rested for some time, as their horses had 
Jain down, and where they emptied the contents of 
the mail bag. But one letter was injured, and a 
few packages of newspapers opened. 

Sergeant Cercopoly and his command, recovered 
a Jarge portion of the northern mail on Monday 
last. Some of the letters were torn. They were 
found about a half mile from the road, whither the 
Indians had dragged the wheels and frame of the 
light wagon. 

_ Tallahasse, March 28. We learn that on the 19th 
instant a party of Indians attacked a train of six 
wagons, near Cook’s hammock, near fort Andrews 
and captured the wagons, wounding severely two 
or three of the escort in the attack. . Two days pre- 
viously, near Newnansville, the rev. Mr. McRea, 
of the Methodist persuasion, was shot, while on his 
way to preaching, by the Indians and scalped.— 
Mr. McNeill and Mr. Daniels were in company 
with him, but escaped, the latter badly wounded, 
several rifle balls perforating the clothes of the other 
and his horse severely wound2d. A party was or- 
dered by major Garrison, of the Florida militia, im- 
mediately in pursuit. On the 21st at the Econfene, 
a man, driving cattle, was fired upoa and hit in the 
head by the Indians but escaped, the savages stealing 
the cattle. A rumor has reached this place that 
the Indians had surprised one of the camps of the 
regulars, east of the Suwannee, while the officers 
and most of the men were on a scout, and had killed 
one of the guard left, and driven off the others. 

[ Floridian. 

St. Augustine, April 10. The late long-talked of 
expedition has been up to the Ocklawaha, and 
again returned to quarters. Among its results ac- 
complished have been the killing of two Indians, 
the capture of six or seven ponies and horses, the 
wounding and capture of another Indian, and a de- 
struction of several spots of planting, in high culti- 
vation. These are unimportant events, to be ef: 
fected by so large a force as was employed, and 
offer no particular reason from any interchange of 
compliment. It has, however, demonstrated a few 
things which, until lately, have been without solu- 
tion, although past experience had fully established 
the correctness of their data. We allude to the 
fact that Indians can be found when they are hunted 
for. Ithas shown that a reliance on dogs is not 
essential to the discovery of the abiding places of 
the enemy, for the dogs, in this expedition, gave 
no evidence of scent, and destroyed all anticipa- 
tions of their usefulness. It established the fidelity 
of Indian Billy, who though closely confined at 
Black creek ever since his capture, on this occa- 
sion behaved so as to deserve the commendation of 
the whites, and whose future services might, if pro- 
perly used, be eminently valuable in pointing out 
locations now held by the enemy. 

This expedition consisted of nearly 300 men—a 
large portion of them mounted. 

Major Childs and lieutenant Tompkins, of the 
artillery, arrived in the steamer William Gaston 
from the southern posis. The garrisons are all in 
good health. The long drought, it is feared, may 
operate against the examination of Pai-haiokee, or 
Grass- Water, as intended by lieutenant McLaugh- 
lan, U. S. navy. Indian fires are numerous, and the 
confidence of the enemy continues the same. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 
Letter from the secretary of war, transmitisng a sys- 
tem of reorganization of the militia of the United 
Stales. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—MARCH 20, 1840. 
War department, March 20, 1840. 
Sin: In compliance with the resolution of the 





house of representatives of the $th instant, “that! 











his plan, in detail, for the reorganization of the mi- 
litia of the United States,” I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report: 

The impossibility of guarding our exposed fron- 
tiers by the small regular force of the United States 
renders it necessary that some plan should be devis- 
ed to make the militia available without burdening 
the country, either by too great an expense in main- 
taining it in the field, or by abstacting too large a 
number of useful citizens from the productive la- 
bors of agriculture or of the mechanic arts. 

The mass of the militia of the United States, as 
at present organized, does not fall short of one mil- 
lion five hundred thousand men; and every day that 
they are mustered for inspection or exercise ab- 
stracts at least one million of dollars from the earn- 
ings of labor, without adding any thing whatever 
to the military efficiency of the country, and too 
often affecting injuriously the moral condition of 
those who are assembled for the purpose. Left by 
the little instruction they receive on such occasions, 
without discipline, subordination, or knowledge of 
the use of arms, and totally ignorant of the manner 
of taking care of themselves or of each other in the 
field, such a militia, if called out in mass, would 
rather prove a burden than an assistance to the ar- 
iny employed in the defence of the country, as is 
shown by the experience of gen. WASHINGTON, 
repeatedly expressed in his correspondence, as well 
as by the result of more recent events during the 
last war. Itis true thatin the principal cities of 
the United States, there are to be found well orga- 
nized, disciplined and soldier like companies, bat- 
talions, regiments, brigades and divisions of volun- 
teers; men who, individually and collectively would 
do good service inthe field. But any one acquaint- 
ed practically with war, knows that to fight bravely 
and even to manceuvre coolly and skilfully, on the 
field of battle, are not the most necessary qualifica- 
tions of the soldier, They are, perhaps, the most 
common, and the least often called into action. Sol- 
diers must be taught their duties in garrison and 
in the field, in marching and eneamping, in the po- 
lice and military administration of an army. This 
instruction, so essential, and without which it is 
impossible to form the soldier, cannot be given ina 
day’s training, bv officers nearly as ignorant of 
these branches of the service as the soldiers them- 
selves. I speak of the generality of the militia offi- 
cers. It must be imparted by veteran and skilful 
officers, in garrison and incamp, and to men and 
officers alike; and it must be imparted to a few at 
a time. Any attempt to organize, decipline and 
render every way fit forservice in the field, the un- 
wieldy mass of the militia of this vast country, 
which will soon ascend to two millions of men, 
must fail for want of means, and leave the country 
exposed tothe terrible disasters which will attend 
the first burst of war upon its frontiers, if they are 
to be defended by armed but disciplined multitudes. 

It has been supposed that it will be sufficient to 
instruct the officers only, and that the privates can, 
under well instructed officers, be formed into sol- 
diers instantly, by the magic voices of good com- 
manders. This is a double and a most dangerous 
error. Inthe first place, it requires time to form 
a soldier under the most practised, experienced 
and skilful officers; and our soil might be polluted 
by the foot of the invader, our cities taken and 
sacked and our forts occupied, before our armed 
citizens could be taught the elements of tactics or 
the simple use of the firelock. And, secondly, it 
will prove a fatal error to snppose that an officer 
can be formed by being drilled as a private. The 
habit of command, the prompt eye, the firm tone, 
the self-possession in moments of difficulty and 
danger, which inspire the men with confidence and 
courage, and are so essential to secure their ready 
obedience, are the result of practice. The officers 
and privates who are to act together in the field 
must be drilled together and practised, the one to 
the duties of obedience and the other to those of 
command, 

Satisfied that an efficient force cannot be created by 
drilling the officers alone, as well as of the impracti- 
cability of rendering the whole mass of the militia 
available, at the same time for the defence of the coun. 
try; and convinced, from the experience of our past 
wars, that it is necessary to organize and discipline 
a select body of citizen soldiers, who, in a moment 
of danger, will know their stations and their duties 
when assembled there, and who, although separated 
from the mass for a short tiie, will return and im- 
part to it the military knowledge and experience 
they have acquired during their period of service, 
[ have prepared the plan, the details of which are 
herewith submitted, agreeably to the resolution of 
the house. Itis believed that, on examining them, 
it will be apparent that the scheme is not liable to 
any one of the objections that are argued against 


the secretary of war be requested to communicate | large standing armies; but on the contrary, that it 
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will form a select body of well disciplined militia, 
ready themselves to defend their conntry in the 
hour of danger against any sudden attack, and fur. 
nishing a corps, around which the less instructed 
inass inay rally; possessing in some degree the mi- 
litary knowledge and skill of regular soldiers, they 
will be able alike to protect their country from a 
foreign foe, and to guard its liberties from any dan. 
ger that may threaten them. mere 

It appears to me that the organization now pro. 
posed will prevent the necessity of maintaining 
large standing armies, even in time of war. The mi- 
litia, properly drilled and instructed, will be thereby 
rendered periectly efficient, and capable of defend. 
ing the forts along our maritime frontier, which, in 
the absence of such an organization, would require 
a regular army of fifty thousand men. At present 
the militia cannot be rendered immediately availa. 
ble against a surprise; whereas under the proposed 
organization, they would repair to their stations at 
the first alarm,and would be efficient soldiers when 
there. In case of war, those stations would be. 
come permanent, and arrangements might easily be 
made soas to renderthe service as little burden. 
some as possibie to the artisan and mechanic. 

Every precaution has been taken to avoid all in- 
terference with the rights of the states, or to lessen 
their means of defence. The militia will be called 
out in the maner at present provided for by law, 
and no change is contemplated in the mode of offi- 
cering the several corps of which the active class 
will be composed. ! 

It will not abstract asingle man from the defence 
of thestate where he resides, nor separate biin from 
the class of citizens to which he belongs. It will, 
onthe contrary, stengthen the defences of each state, 
by furnishing it with a well organized and well dis- 
ciplined force, taken from the people, and making 
part of the people equally interested with their fel- 
low citizens in the preservation of {ree institutions, 
and ready at all times to guard the territory and the 
liberty of their country. Neither does it interfere, 
in any manner, with the constitutional rights of the 
states to train their own militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by congress, because the ac- 
tive militia will be employed by the president dur- 
ing the period they are preparing for warlike service 
in garrison and in the field. And while the states 
have all the advantages which may result from a 
well organized and disciplined militia, they will, at 
the same time, be exempt irom the losses, expenses 
and evils which follow, necessarily, from the as- 
semblage oflarge multitudes for merely a nominal 
military instruction. It is to be considered, also, 
that a portion of the militia are provided with op- 
portunities for the attainment of the essentials of 
military knowledge; and at the same time that they 
relieve the remainder from an onerous and useless 
burden, they themselves will not be oppressed by 
an undue amountof military service being required 
of them: but, on the contrary, by comparing the 
time which, under the present system, is devoted to 
that object, it will be found that there is but very 
little additional service, if any, required, and for 
that time they will be sufficiently compensated. 
The compensation contemplated is adequate under 
a good administration of the laws proposed, which 
are to be made uniform iu their application, by re- 
gulations to be issued by the president, so as to 
prevent any expense to the citizen who is thus call- 
ed out; thongh it may not rise, in amount, to the 
sum which his pursuits ia social life might afford. 
The total amount required to recompense the wili- 
tia to be called out for exercise will be trifling, when 
compared with the loss of tine experienced by our 
fellow citizens under the present imperfect organi- 
zation, and of the serious evils to which the youth 
of the country are exposed by the frequent attempts 
now made to impart to them a very imperfect 
knowledge of the duties of the soldier. The sub- 
joined plan will, it is believed, tend to diminish, if 
not entirely remove, such evils, and will also, by 
engendering an esprit du corps throughout the mili- 
tia of the several districts, elevate in the mind of 
every citizen the character of the duties which he 
is required to perform, and thus make more certain 
the results which are hoped for by this system of 
military precaution and defence. In preparing the 
details of the proposed reorganization of the militia 
of the United States, I have been governed by an 
earnest desire to place the country in an attitude of 
defence, and, atthe same time, to secure it from the 
necessity of maintaining at any period a large 
standing army; torender the militia effective, with- 
out withdrawing too large a number of our fellow 
citizens from their occupations at any one times 
and to diffuse throughout.the cominunity generally 
some knowledge of military service, without taxing 
the treasury too heavily. All this it appears to me 
will be effected by drilling, during four years, one 
hundred thousand men, for a period not exceeding 
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thirty nor less than ten days in each and every year, 
at such times as may least interfere with their or- 
dinary occupations; and, for an equal term, keeping 
that force so orgauzed that it may serve asa reserve, 
ready to act in cases of emergency: doing, in the 
meanwhile, ordinary militia duty, such as 1s now 
required by law in the several states. ‘The expen- 
ses of the system, which, if carried out, would 


place the United States in an impregnable state of 


detence, will not exceed $1,362,093 yearly, if the 
maximum number of days for drill be adopted by 
congress; and, as it is believed that ten days in each 
and every year will prove sufficient, the annual ex- 
pense will be less than $500,000. 
Details of the proposed system. 

It should be provided— 

Ist. That each and every free able-bodied white 
male citizen of the respective states, resident there- 
in, who is or shall be of the age of twenty and under 
that of forty-five years, (with the exceptions here- 
inafter stated), shall, severally and respectively, be 
enrolled in the militia by the captain or command- 
ing officer of the company within whose bounds 
such citizens shall reside; and that it shall be the 
duty, at all times, of every such captain or com- 
manding officer of a company to enrol every such 
citizen as aforesaid, and also those who shall, from 
time to time, arrive at the age of twenty years, or 
who, being of that age and under that of forty-five 
years, (with the exceptions hereafter named), shall 
come to reside within his bounds; and that he shall, 
without delay, notify such citizen of the said enrol. 
ment, by a proper non-commissioned officer of the 
company, by whum such notice may be proved; 
that every citizen so enrolled and notified shall, 
within three inonths thereafter, provide himseif with 
a good musket, bore of capacity to receive a lead 
ball of eighteea in the pound; a sufficient bayonet 
and belt; two spare flints; a knapsack; cartridge 
box, to contain at least twenty-four cartridges suit- 
ed to the bore of his musket, and each cartridge to 
contain a ball and three buck shot, and a sufficient 
quantity of powder; or witha good rifle, knapsack, 
shot pouch, aud powder horn or flask, with sufficient 
powder and ball for twenty-four charges, and two 
spare flints; and that he shall appear so armed, ac- 
coutred and provided when called out for exercise 
or into service; and every citizen so enrolled and 
providing himself with the arms, ammunition and 
accoutrements, required as aforesaid, shall hold the 
saine exempted from all suits, distresses, execu- 
tions, or sales for debt, or for the payment of taxes. 

2nd. That the vice president of the United States; 
the officers, judicial and executive, of the govern- 
ment of the United States; the members of both 
houses of congress and their respective officers; all 
custom house officers with their clerks; all post-ofli- 
cers and stage drivers, who are employed in the care 
and conveyance of the mail of the post office of the 
United States; all ferrymen employed at any ferry 
on the postroad; or inspectors of exports; all pilots; 
all wnariners actually einployed in the sea service of 


any citizen or merchant within the United States; and | 


all persons who now are, or may hereafter be, ex- 
empted by the laws of the respective states, shall 
be exempted from militia duty, notwithstanding 
their being above the age of twenty and under that 
of forty-five. 

3rd. That the citizen thus enrolled shall consti- 
tute the First CLAss, and be denominated the MAss 
of the militia; and the said mMAss shall be divided 
into divisions, brigades, regiments and companies, 
and be organized as follows, to wit: a company (ia- 
fantry or rifle} shall consist of one captain, one first 
and one second lieutenant, four seargeants, four 
corporals, one drummer, one fifer or bugler, ana 
eighty privates. A company of dragéons shall con- 
sist of one captain, one first and one second lieute- 
nant, four seargeants, four corporals, one farrier, 
two bugiers and sixty privates. A company of ar- 
tillery shall consist of one captain, two first and two 
second lieutenants, four seargeants, four corporals, 
three artificers, one druminer and fifer, or two bu- 
glers or trumpeters, and eighty privates. A regi- 
ment shall consist of one coionel, one lieutenant 
colonel, one major, one adjutant with the rank of 
first lieutenant, one quartermaster, with the rank of 
captain, one paymaster, one surgeon, one assistant 
surgeon, one sergeant major, one quartermaster ser- 
geant, two principal musicians and ten companies. 
A brigade shall consist of one brigadier general, 
with one aid-de-camp, having the rank of captain, 
two brigade inspectors, with the rank of major, and 
two regiments. A division shall consist of one ma- 
jor general, with two aids-d¢e-camp, with the rank 
of major, one division inspector, with the rank of 
lieutenant colonel, one division quartermaster, with 
the rank of major, one judge advocate, and four 
brigades. 

4th. That from each regiment of the mass there 
shall be formed two companies to serve as light in- 








fantry or riflemen; and that to each division of the 
mass there shall be attached one company of artil- 
lery and one company of horse, formed of volun- 
teers, at the discretion of the commander-in-chief of 
the state, not exceeding one company from a bri- 
gade, and shall be clothed and equipped at their 
own expense, the color and fashion to be determin- 
ed by the brigadier general commanding the brigade 
to which they belong. That the commissioned offi- 
cers of the artillery and infantry shall be armed with 
a sword of such description as is commonly denomi- 
nated cut and thrust. That the commissioned offi- 
cers of cavalry shall furnish themselves with good 
horses of at least fourteen and a half hands high, 
and be armed with a sabre and a pair of pistols and 
holsters for the same. Each dragoon to furnish him- 
self with a serviceable horse at least fourteen hands 
and a half high, a good saddle, bridle, valise, breast- 
plate and crupper, a pair} of boots and spurs, a pair 
of pistols, a sabre, and cartouch box, to contain 
twelve cartridges for pistols. 

5th. That each regiment shall be provided with 
the state and regimental colors, and each company 
with adrum and fife, or bugler, as the legislatures of 
the respective states shall direct. 

6th. That the divisions, brigades and regiments 
into which the mAss is divided shall be numbered 
at the period of their formation, and a record there- 
of made in the adjutant general’s office of the state; 
and when in the field or in service in the state, that 
they shall respectively take rank according to their 
numbers, reckoning the lowest number highest in 
rank; and, also, that the relative rank of different 
corps shall be as follows: Ist cavalry, 2nd artille- 
ry, 3rd infantry, 4th riflemen; and that the said 
order shall be observed on all parades of ceremony 
and review, or on other duty, except when, in the 
opinion of the commanding officer, the good of the 
service may render another arrangement necessary; 
and further, that all commissioned officers shall take 
rank according to the date of their commissions; 
and when two of the same grade bear an equal date, 
then their rank shall be determined by lot, to be 
drawn by them before the commanding officer of the 
‘ brigade, regiment, company or detachment. 

7th. That there shall be an adjutant general ap- 
pointed in each state, with the rank of colonel, 
whose duty it shall be to distribute all orders from 
the commander-in-chief of the state to the several 
corps; to attend all public reviews, when the com- 
| mander-in-chief of the state shall review the militia, 
‘or any part thereof; to obey all orders from him re- 
lative to carrying into execution and perfecting the 
system of discipline which may be established; to 
furnish blank forms of different returns that may be 
required, and to explain the principles on which 
they should be made; to receive from the several 
officers of the different corps throughout the state, 
returns of the militia under their commands, report- 
jing the actual situation of their arms, accoutre- 
ments and ammunition; their delinquencies, and 
every other thing which relates to the general ad- 
vancement of good orderand discipline: al] of which 
the several commaniing officers of the divisions, bri- 
gades, regiments and companies should be required 
‘to make, in the upward order of gradation, and in 
isuch form and at such times as the legislatures of 
the respective states may direct, so that the said ad- 
jutant general may be duly furnished therewith; 
and the said adjutant general, from the returns thus 
furnished, should annually make an abstract or con- 
solidated report of the same to the commander-in- 
chief of the state; and he should also makea return 
of the militia of the state to which he belongs, with 
their arms, accoutrements and ammunition, to the 
adjutant general of the militia of the United States, 
on or before the first Munday of January, in each 
year. Anditshould be made the duty of the secre- 
tary of war, froin time to time, to give such direc- 
tions to the adjutant general of the militia as might, 
in his opinion, be necessary to produce uniformity 
in the said returns; and he should lay an abstract of 
the same before congress, before the last Monday of 
February, annually. 

8th. That it shall be the duty of the brigade in- 
spectors to attend to regimental and brigade meet- 
ings of the militia composing the several brigades 
‘during the time of their being under arms; to in- 
‘spect their arms, ammunition and accoutrements; 
to superintend their exercise and maneuvres, and 
introduce the prescribed system of military disci- 
pline throughout the brigade, and such orders as 
they shall, from time to time, receive from the com- 
mander-in-chief of the state; to report to the adju- 
tant general of the state, at least once in every year, 
the condition of the brigade to which he belongs; 
the situation of the arms, accoutrements and ammu- 
nition, as they actually may be at the time of in- 
spection; and every other thing which may, io his 
judgment, relate to the government, good order and 
| military discipline of the brigade. 














9th. That, in addition to the officers referred to, 
there shall be one quartermaster general, with the 
dae of a brigadier general, to the militia of each 
state. 

10th. That within months after the adoption 
and establishment of this system, there shall be ta- 
ken from the mAss of the militia, in each state, ter- 
ritory and district of the United States, by draught, 
or by voluntary service, such number between the 
ages of twenty-one and thirty seven years, so that 
the whole may not exceed 100,000 men, and in the 
following proportions for each state, territory and 
district, respectively, to wit: Maine 4.400 men; 
New Hampshire 2,400; Vermont 2,400; Massachu- 
setts 6,000; Connecticut 2,800; Rhode Island 800; 
New York 18,000; New Jersey 2,800; Pennsylva- 
nia 10,400; Delaware 800; Maryland 3,200; Vir- 
ginia 6,000; District of Columbia 400; North Caro- 
lina 4,400; Sonth Carolina 2,400; Georgia 2,800; 
Florida 400; Alabama 2,000; Mississippi 800; Loui- 
siana 1,600; ‘Tennessee 4,400; Arkansas 400; Mis- 
souri 1,200; Lowa 400; Kentucky 4,400; Illinois 
1,200; Indiana 2,800; Ohio 8,000; Michigan 800; 
and Wiskonsin 400. This force to constitute the 
second class, and be denominated the ACTIVE or 
MOVEABLE force. 

llth. That the acTIVE or MOVEABLE force shall 
be divided into companies and battalions, and be or- 
ganized as follows: A company shall consist of one 
captain, one first and one second lieutenant, four sear- 
geants, four corporals, one drummer and one fifer 
and ninety privates. A battalion shall consist of one 
major, an adjutant, with the rank of first lieutenant, 
One quarterinaster, with the rank of first lieutenant, 
one seargeant-major, one quartermaster-sergeant, 
and four companies. And that the said AcTIVE or 
MOVEABLE force shall be held to serve as such, and 
be governed by such rules as may be prescribed for 
the period of four years—one-fourth of the same in 
each state, territory and district going out annually; 
the order of succession to be determiued in the first 





instance by lot. 


12th. That there shall bea third class of the mi- 
litia of the United States, to be denominated the 
RESERVE Or SEDENTARY force, which shall be or- 
ganized in the same manner as the acTIvE force. 
And that the reserve force so organized shall be 
composed of all those who shall have served the 
legal time indicated for the second class, and be 
held to serve for four years in the same; at the ex- 
piration of which time they shallreturn tothe mass, 
and be subject to no further military or militia duty, 
unless in cases of invasion ora levee en masse. And 
such portions of the AcTiveE force as may go out of 
the same annually shall forthwith be considered as 
belonging to the RESERVE or SEDENTARY force; 
and, after the termination of the first four years’ 
service of any portion of the RESERVE, one-fourth 
of that body shall go out of service annually, in the 
same manner as prescribed for the second class. 

13th. That the deficit oecasioned by the transfer 
annually ofone-fourth of the acTIvE to the RESERVE 
force, and by the discharge annually of one-fourth 
of the RESERVE, be yearly supplied by a draught or 
by voluntary service from the MAss. 

14th. That, for the greater convenience of in- 
struction and discipline uf the acrivE and sEDEN- 
TARY force, the territory of the United States shall 
be divided into ten districts, which, until otherwise 
directed by law, shali be composed as follows: 

Ist district. 7th district. 
N Hemmpshi | 9,200 men] Miseserppiy_ | 
N. Hampshire, ,200 men} Mississippi 
V BM ecising Sednlena” , 8,800 men 
2d district. ‘Tennesse, 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, 9,600 men 
Connecticut, 
3d district. 
New York, 
4th district. 
New Jersey, 


Sth district. 


Arkansag, 
Missouri, 2,009 men 


18,000 men|Iowa, 


13,200 men 9th district. 





Pennsylvania, Kentucky, 
5th district. Illinois, 7,300 men 

+ series Indiana, 
Marylan 
Dis. ‘Columbia, 19400 men) 104, district. 

irginia, Ohio, 

_ 6th district. Michigan, 9,200 men 
orn Carol na, | Wiskonsin, 
South Carolina, 10,000 men — 
Georgia, Total, 97,800 men 





Florida, 

15th. That the battalions of the actrvE and sE- 
DENTARY forces shall be numbered at their forina- 
tion, and arecord made of the same; and that they 
shall take precedence according to the rank of the 
several majors commanding the same. And, fur- 
ther, that when the battalion of two or more dis- 
tricts of the AcTIVE or SEDENTARY. force do duty 
together, they shall take rank according to the num- 
ber of their respective districts, considering the 





lowest number highest inrank. And, further, that 
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the order of precedence between the army of the 
United States and the militia thereof, and between 
the several classes of the militia with one another, 
shall be as follows: 1. Troops of the United Slates. 
2. Militia of the United States, in this order, to wit: 
1. The active force. 2. The seprenTAry force. 
3. The MAss. 

16th. That the officers of the militia of the seve- 
rai classes shall be appointed by and in such man- 
ner as the legislature of the respective states shall 
direct, and in the territories of the United States in 
such manner as is prescribed by existing laws. 

17th. That the president of the United States be 
authorised to call forth and assemble such numbers 
of the active force of the militia, at such places 
within their respective districts, and at such times, 
not exceeding twice, nor days in the sume 
year, as he may deem necessary; and during such 
period, including the time when going to and re- 
turning from the place of rendezvous, they shall be 
deemed in the service of the United States, and be 
subject to such regulations as the president may 
think proper to adopt for their instruction, disci- 
pline and improvement in military knowledge. 

18th. That, whenever the United States shall be 
invaded, or be in imminent danger of invasion from 
any foreign nation or Indian tribe, it shall be lawful 
for the president of the United States to call forth 
such number of the inilitia of the state or states most 
convenient to the place of danger or scene of action, 
and in the order provided for in the 15th head, as 
he may judge necessary to repel such invasion; and 
to issue his orders to the proper officer. And incase 
of an insurrection in any state against the govern- 
ment thereof, that itshall be lawful for the presi- 
dent of the United States, on application of the le- 
gislature of such state, or of the executive (when 
the legislature cannot be convened) to call forth 
stich number of the militia, of any other state or 
states as may be applied foras he may judge suffi- 
cient to suppress such insurrection. 

19th. That whenever the iaws of the United 
States shall be opposed, or the execution thereof 
obstructed, in any state by combinations too pow- 
erful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the 
marshals, it shall be lawful for the president of the 
United States to call forth the militia of such state, 
or of any other state or states, as may be necessary 
to suppress such combinations, and to cause the 
laws to be duly executed; and the use of the militia 
so to be called forth may be continued, ifnecessary, 
until the expiration of thirty days after the com- 
mencement of the then next session of congress; 
provided, that, whenever it may be necessary, in 
the judgment of the president, to use the military 
force thus called forth, he shall, forthwith, by pro- 
clamation, command such insurgents to disperse; 
and retire peaceably to their respective abodes 
within a limited time; and provided, also, that the 
militia which the president is thus authorised to 
call forth be of the acTive, or of the AcTIVE and sE- 
DENTARY forces, whensuch force or forces of the 
state, or of the neighboring states, shall be, in his 
opinion, sufficient; and when not, then such por- 
tions of the mags as he shall deem necessary. 

20th. That the militia of the United States, or any 
portion thereof, when employed in the service of 
the United States, shall besubject to the same rules 
and articles of war as the troops of the United States, 
And that no officer, non-commissioned officer, mu- 
sician, or private of the militia shall be compelled 
to serve more than six months after his arrival at 
the place of rendezvous, in any one year, nor more 
than in due rotation with every other able-bodied 
man of the same rank in the regiment to which he 
belongs. 

21st. That every citizen duly enrolled in the mi- 
litia shall be constantly provided with arms, accon- 
trements, and ammunition, as already pointed out, 
from and after the period when he shall have been 
duly notified of his enrollment; and any notice or 
warning to the citizens so enrolled to attend a com- 
ag or regimental muster or training, which shall 

e according to the laws ofthe state in which it is 

given for that purpose, shall be deemed a legal no- 
tice of his enrollment. 

22d. That the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
muscians, artificers and privates of volunteers and 
militia, when called into the service of the U. States, 
in the manner and under the circumstances referred 
to, shall be entitled to and receive the same month. 
ly pay, rations, clothing, or money in lieu thereof, 
and forage, and be furnished with the same camp 
equipage, as are or may be provided by law for the 
officers, musicians, artificers and privates of the in- 
fantry of the United States; provided, nevertheless, 
that such portions of the militia as may be called 
out, as provided under the 17th head, shall not be 
etititled to receive clothing, or money in lieu there- 
of; nor shall any officer of the same be entitled to 











forage, or money instead, for more than one horse, 
nor for more than one servant each. 

23d. That the officers of all mounted companies, 
volunteers or militia, when in the service of the 
United States, shall each be entitled to receive fo- 
rage, or money in lieu thereof, for two horses when 
they actually keep private servants, and for one 
horse when without private servants; and that forty 
cents perday be allowed for the use and risk of 
each horse, except horses killed in battle, or dy- 
of wounds received in battle. That each non- 
commissioned officer, musician, artificer and pri- 
vate, of all mounted companies, shall be entitled 
to receive forage in kind for one horse, with for- 
ty cents a day for the use and risk thereof, except 
horses killed in battle, or dying of wounds received 
in battle; and twenty-five cents per day in lieu of 
forage and subsistence, when the same shall be fur- 
nished by himself, or twelve and a half cents per 
dav for either, as the case may be. 

24th. That any officer, non-commissioned officer, 
artificer, musician or private of militia or volun- 
teers, required to be mounted, who shall, when in 
the service of the United States, suffer, without any 
fault or negligence on his part, while in said ser- 
vice, by the loss of a horse killed in battle, or by a 
horse dying of wounds received in battle, shall, upon 
due and sufficient proof thereof, be paid for the 
same; provided, that not more than one hundred 
and twenty dollars be paid for each horse for which 
payment may be thus claimed. 

25th. That the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, artificers, musicians and privates of the mili- 
tia, when called into the service of the United States, 
shall be entitled to one day’s pay, subsistence and 
other allowances, for every day occupied when 
transported by water, and for every twenty miles 
when travelling by land, in going to the place of 
rendezvous, and returning from the place of dis- 
charge; provided that the militia so called into the 
service of the United States shall be deemed always 
to have travelled by the most usual or expeditious 
routes. 

26th. That when any officer, non-commissioned 
officer, artificer, musician, or private of the militia 
or of volunteers, who shall die in the service of the 
United States, or when returning to his place of re- 
sidence after being mustered out of service, or at 
any time thereafter, in consequence of wounds re. 
ceived in service, and shall leave a widow, or, if no 
widow, a child or children under sixteen years of 
age, such widow, or, if no widow, such child or 
children, shall be entitled to receive half the month- 
ly pay to which the deceased was entitled at the 
time of his death, or at the time of his being mus- 
tered out of service, for and during the terin of five 
years and in case of death or intermarriage of such 
widow before the expiration of five years the half 
pay for the remainder of the time shall go to the 
child or children ofsaid decedent; provided that the 
secretary of war shall adopt such forms of evidence, 
to substantiate the application for such half- pay, as 
the president of the United States mav prescribe. 

27th. That courts-martial, for the trial of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, artificers, musicians, or 
privates of the militia or volunteer corps, shall be 
composed of militia officers only. 

28th. That every officer, non-commissioned offi- 
cer, artificer, musician, or private of the militia, 
who shall fail to obev the orders of the United 
States, in the case provided for calling forth the 
ACTIVE force, or parts thereof, (in the 17th head), 
shall be fined, and forfeit a sum not exceeding three 
months’ pay, nor less than half a month’s pay, ac- 
cording to the circumstances of the case, as a court 
martial may determine: and that every officer non- 
commissioned officer, artificer, musician, or private, 
of the militia, who shall fail to obey the orders of 
the president of the United States, in any of the 
cases cited in the 18th and 19th heads, shall forfeit 
a sum not exceeding one years pay, and not less 
than one monih’s pay, to be determined and adjudg- 
ed according to the circumstances of the case by a 
court martial; and such officer shall, moreover, be 
liable to be cashiered by sentence of a court martial, 
and be incapacitated from holding a commission in 
the militia for a term of four years, at the discre- 
tion of the said court; and such non-commissioned 
officers and privates shall be liable to be imprison- 
ed by the sentence of a court martial, on failure 
of the payment of fines adjudged against them, 
for one calendar month, for every five collars of such 
fine. 

29th. That all fines assessed, as described in the 
preceding head, shall be certified by the officer or- 
dering the court, or the revising authority of the 
proceedings of the court martial having approved 
of the same, to the martial of the district in which 
the delinquent shall reside, or to one of his deputies, 
and take a receipt from the said martial or deputy, 
as the case may be, for the same; which receipt and 





duplicate of the certifiate furnished, he shall trans. 
mit for record to the adjutant general of the militia 
of the United States: that the marshal, or his depu- 
ty, having received the said certificate, shall forth- 
with proceed to levy the said fines, with cost, b 
distress and sale of the goods and chattles of the 
delinquent; which costs, and the manner of pro- 
ceeding with respect to the sale of the goods dis. 
trained, shall be agreeable tothe Jaws of the state 
in which the same shall be, as in other cases of 
distress: and when any non-commissioned officer or 
private shall be adjudged to suffer imprisonment, 
there being no goods or chattles to be found whereon 
to levy the said fines, the marshal of the district or 
his deputy shall commit such delinquent to jail dur- 
ing the term for which he shall be so adjudged to 
imprisonment, or until the fine shall be paid, in the 
same manner as other persons condemned to fine and 
imprisonment at the suit of the United States may 
be committed. 

30th. That the marshals and the deputies shall 
make a return of the levy of fines, as provided for in 
the foregoing head, to the adj’t general of the mili- 
tia of the United States, within sixty days, counting 
from the time that the certificate of the assessment of 
the said fines is placed in their hands; and they shall 
also pay into the hands of the said adjutant general, 
within the above named limit of time, all fines by 
them thus levied and collected, deducting therefrom 
five per centum as a compensation for their trouble: 
and in case any of the said marshals or their depu- 
ties shall fail to make the required return, or pay 
overto the adjutant general of the militia of the 
United States the fines collected, within the time 
above specified, it shall be the duty of the said ad- 
jutant general to inform the solicitor of the treasury 
of the United States of the same, whe should be 
required toinstruct the district attorney of the Unit- 
ed States to proceed against the said marshal or de- 
puty in the district court by attachment, for the re- 
covery of the same. 

3ist. That the marshals and their deputies of the 
several districts shall have the same powers in ex- 
ecuting the laws of the United States as. sherifis 
and their deputies in the several states have, by 
law, in executing the laws of the respective states. 

32d. That the money or moneys coilected by the 
assessment of fines referred to shall be applied to the 
payment of ali necesssary expenses, as far as the 
same may be sufficient, for the repair of arms, the 
preparation and preservation of military munitions, 
and for every other necessary thing that may be 
incident to the calling forth, and to the service of 
the militia, as provided for in the 17th head. 

33d. That the president shall appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate of the United 
States, one adjutant general of the militia of the 
United States, whose duty it shall be to receive and 
keep in the files of his office all the reports and re- 
turns of the militia, with their arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition, made by the adjutants general of the 
respective states, distinguishing the same by the dif- 
ferent classes into which they are divided; also, annu- 
ally, on or before the last Monday in February, to 
make an abstract or a consolidated return of the 
same, and lay it before the president of the U. States, 
to be, by the president, surnmitted yearly to con- 
gress. That it shall be his duty, likewise, to keep 
a record or copies, in a book provided therefor, of 
all certificates of the assessment of fines by the 
judgment of militia courts martial fer delinquencies 
cited in the 17th, 18th and 19th of the foregoing 
heads; to keep a record or copy of the returus of 
the marshals or their deputies, of the execution of 
process, or the collection of the said fines, noting the 
time when the returns aforesaid are received; to 
keep a regular account of the amount of fines col- 
lected and paid over to him, and of the amount ex- 
pended thereof; and to make to the secretary of 
war, on or before the 30th of June and the 31st of 
Deceinber, of each year, a statement of the said re- 
ceipts and expenditures. The money or moneys 
thus assessed, collected and paid over to the adju- 
tant general, forthwith to be deposited by him for 
safekeeping in the vaults of the treasury of tie 
United States; and the amounts thus deposited to be 
passed to the credit of the adjutant general, and not 
to be drawn from the treasury except upon warrants 
of the adjutant general, countersigned by the secre- 
tary of war, and for the purposes which have been 
specified. 

34th. That the adjutant general of the militia of 
the United States shall be paid the annual salary of 
three thousand dollars, in full for his services, and 
without any other allowances whatsoever, except- 
ing such fuel and stationery as may be deemed ne- 
cessary for an office, under the regulations of the 
war department; and that the said office shall be 
attached to, and considered as one of the bureaus 
of the war department, and be subject to such rules 
and regulations in relation to all duties and purposes 
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of its creation, as the secretary of war may, from 
time to time, prescribe. 
35th. That for the duties of the office of the ad- 


jutant general of the militia of the United States, 


there shall be alluwed two clerks, if so many be 
necessary; and that the same be transferred from 
the office of the adjutant general of the army of the 
United States, with annual salaries, not to exceed 
what is now allowed by taw, according to the dis- 
cretion of the secretary of war. 

36th. That the president of the United States be 
authorised to select such number of places for the 
establishment of depots, in each militia district of 
the United States, as he may deem necessary, for 
the safekeeping of munitions and arms, and as the 
rendezvous of the militia, or portions thereof, that 
may be called forth. 

37th. That the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, artificers, musicians, and privates of volun- 
teers or militia, in the service of the United States, 
except when called, as provided for in the 17th head, 
shall be entitled to the like compensation, in case 
of disability, by wounds or otherwise, incurred in 
the service, as is, or may be, allowed to officers, 
nou-commissioned officers, artificers, musicians and 
privates, of the army of the United States. 

38th. That the several corps of volunteers which 
now exists in the several states, and in what man- 
ner soever organized, be not disturbed or deprived 
of their accustomed privileges; but nevertheless be 
subject to such restrictions as their respective legis- 
latures may direct, and to all other duties required 
by this system, in like manner with the other militia. 

39th. That the legislatures of the several states, at 
the earliest period of time after the adoption of this 
system, enact such laws as may be necessary to en- 
rol and organize the militia of the respective states, 
according to the provisions contained herein: pro- 
vided that, until such enrollment and organization 
be inade, the existing laws governing the militia of 
each state be considered as still in force. 

40th. ‘That the term militia of the United States 
shall be construed as to embrace within its meaning 
all troops, of whatever description, not of the regu- 
dar army of the United States. Respectfully sub- 
titted, J.R. POINSETT. 

Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, speaker of house of reps. 


NEW JERSEY CONTESTED ELECTION. 
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
The undersigned, as private individuals, would 
not presume (o present themselves on this occasion 
before the American people. They are four out of 
the five members of the committee of elections, by 
whom a report was submitted on the 5th day of 
March, 1840, in the New Jersey case. That re- 
port was made by order of the house of representa- 
tives, and has been considered, approved, and five 
of the claimants, by a very large majority, admitied 
to their seats. But that report, and the evidence 
accompanying it, has never yet been printed by 
order of the house, owing to a protracted debate 
against its being printed, by those who are oppos- 
edtoit. While the question of printing has thus 
been suspended, the minority of the committee, 
availing themselves of that circumstance, have 
caused their own report to be printed, with an ac- 
companying appeal tothe people, well calculated, if 
not designed, to mislead public opinion, and, as we 
are informed, have despatched immense numbers of 

them to the different parts of the United States. 

Conscious of having faithfully discharged our 
duties in making said report, and proudly confident 
that, in sustaining it, the house of representatives 
has performed an act of justice to New Jersey, and 
thereby rendered a proper homage to the constitu- 
tion, we fearlessly appeal to the same enlightened 
tribunal before which the minority have gone so 
precipitately in advance. 

It will, no doubt, be remembered that, on the day 
the present congress convened, ten gentlemen pre- 
sented themselves claiming seats as members from 
New Jersey, when, under the constitution and 
laws, five only could be admitted. “Here,” said 
the one party, ‘‘are the commissions of the gover- 
nor, declaring that we have been elected.” «Here,” 
said the other, ‘‘are the records or poll books of the 
election, showing that we have received the greatest 
number of votes cast at the election.” The claims 
of both were in writing, and presented to the house 
at the moment of its organization. You have seen 
how many and what fruitless attempts were made 
to settle the question between the respective claiin- 
ants before the organization of the house. After 





that event, the whole subject was referred to the- 


cominittee of elections, with power to send for per- 
sons and papers. This brief narrative of facts 
brings the case down to the 1th day of January, 
when the committee first entered on its investigation. 

The parties were required to present, in writing, 
the grounds on which they claimed their seats, 


respectively; and also to respond to each other’s 
statements, so as to enable the committee to see 
with clearness the precise facts in dispute between 
them and the law, on which they respectively relied. 
These written pleadings of the parties reduced and 
narrowed down the controversy to the following 
points: 

Ist. Mr. Aycrigg and his co-claimants alleged 
that they held the certificate or commission of the 
governor of New Jersey declaring that they had 
been elected members of the twenty-sixth con- 
gress; and that such certificate or commission was 
prima facie or presumptive evidence on which they 
should be admitted to their seats. 

2d. Messrs. Dickerson and Vroom, and their co- 
claimants, admitted that the other party did hold 
such certificates or commissions of the governor; 
and that the same, if made conformably to law and 
fact, were prima facie or presumptive evidence as 
aforesaid, but that they were only prima facie or 
presumptive evidence, and that the poll books, as 
exhibited by the returning officers, showed that 
this presumption was not true in fact; but that, on 
the contrary, they received (what was required by 
the laws of New Jersey) the greatest number of 
votes cast in the election, and therefore ought to 
have had from the governor the certificates or com- 
inissions now held by the other party. 

3d. Without denying the above allegations as to 
the fact in relation to the plurality of votes, but 
substantially admitting them, Mr. Ayecrigg and his 
co-claimants alleged that if the polls were purged, 
which they insisted should be done, a sufficient 
number of illegal votes would be discovered to de- 
stroy the majority on which their competitors relied. 


This simple analysis of the written pleadings of 
the parties presents the whole sum and substance of 
this now celebrated case. The pleadings being 
closed, an opportunity for testing the opinions of the 
committee soon occurred. 


On the 23d of January, Mr. Botis offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

“Resolved, That this committee will now pro- 
ceed to ascertain and determine who have the re- 
turns, according to the constitution of the United 
States and the laws of New Jersey, which will au- 
thorise thei to occupy the contested seats of that 
state until the question of ultimate right can be as- 
certained.” 


Which resolution Mr. Medill moved to amend by 
striking out all after the word “resolved,” and in- 


to delay any action of the committee on the true 
state and condition of the votes as actually cast in 
the election. The system of marching and coun- 
termarching, on the two great points of controver- 
sy, (the commission and the poll books), continued 
until the 29th of January. On that day the chair- 
man, in whose hands it had long been apparent the 
whole destiny of the case in committee was held, 
presented the following series of resolutions as the 
basis of the future action of the committee: 
«Resolved, That the credentials of the governor 
of New Jersey are prima fucie evideuce that they 
who hold them are entitied to seats; but being ques- 
tioned on the ground that all the votes polled were 
not counted, this committee will first proceed to in- 
vestigate the validity of the objection, by inquiring 
who of the ten claimants of the five contested seats 
received the greatest number of votes polled, in con- 
formity with the laws of New Jersey, at the late 
election for members for congress in that state. 

‘Resolved, That all votes received by authorised 
officers, acting in conformity with the laws, are 
prima facie legal; but, it being alleged, and offered 
to be sustained by evidence, that pluralities were 
obtained by means of illegal votes and frauds per- 
petrated on the ballot box, this committee will ad- 
mit evidence as to the truth of these allegations, and 
inquire who of the claimants received the greatest 
number of legal votes, in conformity with the con- 
stitution of the United States and the laws of New 
Jersey; and, therefore, are entitled to occupy, as 
members of the 26th congress,the five contested 
seats from that state. 

‘Resolved, That the adoption of the above reso- 
lutions does not preclude this committee from re- 
porting the facts and testimony, with its opinion 
thereon, for the consideration of the house at any 
stage of its proceedings that it nay deem expedient 
to do so.”’ 

This proposition, approximating nearer to our 
views and opinions than any other we had been 
able to obtain, received our support, and we acher- 
edto it through all the subsequent stages of the 
case, with the utmost fidelity. We here again refer 
to the journal, when it shall be printed, that you 
may see what repeated attempts were made by all 
the arts of special pleading to amend and alter these 
resolutions, so as to make them more favorable to 
the commissioned claimants. More especially do 
we refer you to that incessant anxiety manifested 
to dispense with the last clause of the resolution, 
reserving to the committee the right of making a 





serting the following: 


preliminary report on the facts of the case at any 


“That the six [five] persons having the highest | time that it might think proper to doso. The ap- 
number of the votes received at the several polls | prehension that such report might be proposed, and 


by the officers conducting the elections for represen- 
tatives in congress from the state of New Jersey, 
at the election of 1838, are entitled to the returns of 
elections as such from said state, and that this com- 
mittee do now proceed to ascertain that fact.” 


Here were developed at once the two antagonist 
principles of the case—the certificates of the go- 
vernor on the one hand, or the poll books of the 
elections on the other, as the basis of temporary 
membership, while the inquiry was progressing as 
to the ultimate right dependent on the purgation of 
the polls. ‘The final vote on these propositions, and 
the various amendments offered to them, plainly 
exhibited the following results: that Mr. Fillmore, 
Mr. Crabb, Mr. Botts, and Mr. Smith, were in favor 
of admitting Messrs. Aycrigg & Co. on the strength 
of the governor’s certificate, while the undersigned 
were in favor of admitting Messrs. Dickerson, 
Vroom, & Co. on the ground of their having re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes, as established 
by the poll books. The chairman appeared to dif- 
fer from both parties, and to be disinclined to fill 
the vacant seats at all, until the ultimate right 
should be ascertained. This development of the 
opinions of parties, on the committee, enabled those 
who have appealed to the public as an oppressed 
and much abused minority, to adopt the policy of 
moving to strike out or ainend the propositions sub- 
mitted by the undersigned, to carry out our opi- 
nions in favor of the poll books, so as to receive 
that aid from the chairman which his peculiar 
opinions in the case would evidently incline him to 
give. With this command, so acquired, over our 
propositions, they scarcely ever failed to place and 
keep us in a minority. Hence it was, that when- 
ever we proposed to ascertain and report ‘who re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes,”’ by movingto 
insert the word legal or lawful, they could invaria- 
biy force us off from our position, and compel us to 
act on one or other of their own propositions, (the 
commissions or the purgation of the polls), or not 
to act at all. We invite you to examine the jour- 
nal, so soon as it may be published, to see what a 
disingenuous system of special pleading—of strik- 
ing out and putting in—of withdrawing and amend- 








ing any thing and every thing proposed by us, so as 


the danger that the chairman (the author of this 
clause) might possibly unite with us in making it, 
seems to have perpetually hauated their imagina- 
tions. 

These apprehensions appeared to increase as the 
committee progressed in the hearing and examina- 
tion of the evidence. On the 8th of February, Mr. 
Crabb moved the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That;the chairman of this committee 
be requested to notify the several claimants afore- 
said that this committee will not proceed to a deci- 
sion of the question depending before them until 
the — day of next, at which time the com- 
mittee will expect the proofs to be closed, and will 
not receive any testimony taken by either of the 
parties after that time.” 

These blanks were afterwards filled with the se- 
cond Monday in April. Mr. Brown moved to insert 
the word “final,” before the word “decision,” and 
the words “ultimate right’? after the word ‘‘ques- 
tion,” so as to still preserve the right of making a 
preliminary report, which the undersigned has so 
sedulously guarded, and which the minority sought 
by so many means todestroy. One of that minori- 
ty (Mr. Smith), at the first moment after the ex- 
amination of the testimony was closed, either from 
the flood of light which that testimony had shed 
upon the case, or from some other cause, moveda 
resolution ‘that the further consideration of this 
case be postponed till the same shall be prepared 
for final hearing,” &c. Nothing but the casting 
vote of the chairinan defeated this renewed attempt 
rudely to shut the door in the face of the majority 
of the people of New Jersey, who had elected 
Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom & Co, toserve them in 
the congress of the United States. What had 
never been denied, but often admitted, was now 
manifest by proof clear as light—proof that no 
skepticisin could doubt, and no suphistry evade. 
Yet, in the face of all this, the committee was to be 
tied uv, our lips to remain sealed, and New Jersey 
to stand unrepresented for at least two months, and 
very probably for a much longer period. 

Under the resolutions submitted by the chairman, 
and whose history we have just given, we proceeded 








step by step in the examination of all the testimony 
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referred to us by the house. We heard both of the 
parties, and passed a regular vote on each piece of 
evidence. Having finished that examination, we 
here reaffirm to the country that on the question 
whether Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, and their as- 
sociates, received the greatest number of votes poll- 
ed at the New Jersey election, there is not the 
slightest possible dowbt. In their written statements, 
so far from denying it, their opponents have sub- 
stantially admitted the fact; they have never denied 
it in any of their arguments before the committee. 
Besides all this, the uncontradicted records of New 
Jersey have established the fact, beyond the nega- 
tion of even stupidity itself. 

When our examination of the testimony was 
closed, and all the facts clearly and accurately as- 
certained, the undersigned were deeply impressed 
with the rank and foul injustice which had been 
done to the people of New Jersey by their own go- 
vernor and council. The governor knew that 
Messrs. Aycrigg & Co. had no! received the majori- 
ty of the votes; he new that the returns from South 
Aimboy and Millville had been fraudulently with- 
held; he knew that giving commissions to men who 
had been rejected by the people, though it might 
give a momentary triumph to his political friends in 
the organization of the house, yet must and would 
necessarily delay the action of that body, and for a 
long period deprive New Jersey of her true and 
Jawiul members. We say the governor knew all 
this, and yet, at the moment he was cleaving down 
the rights of his own people, and trampling on all 
the high guarantees of the constitution, he express- 
ly admitted the power and duty of the house of re- 
presentatives to repair the mischief by restoring the 
returns from Millville and Amboy to their proper 
piaces in the computation. We give you his ex- 
press declarations: 

‘But it will be asked, with foree and propriety, 
is a candidate to lose his seat in congress because a 
county clerk does not make a return of the votes? 
Certainly not. If, through inadvertence, or by de- 
sign, any voles have not been returned by the 
clerks, it is in the power of the house of represen- 
tatives, in their discretion, to allow those votes, and 
give the seat to the person who with those votes, 
inay be elected.” 

The committee has now only done what the go- 
vernor himself should have done, and what be, in 
that hour of partisan madness, declared it ought to 
do. The house of representatives has confirmed 
the act by a vote so decisive, that nothing short of 
political infatuation ought further to question its 
propriety. ‘The laws ot New Jersey never autho- 
rised the governor to commission any but those 
‘who had received the greatest number of votes 
from the whole state.” That fact (the greatest 
number) should have been stated in the commission; 
it was that fact that gave him jurisdiction or au- 
thority to act in the case at all; his was a special 


jurisdiction, not a general one; for he, as governor, | 


had nothing to say or do in the election of tnembers 
of congress, save the single, solitary duty of com- 
putation, and giving the commission to those ‘*who 
te received the greatest number of votes.” This 
he had not done in this case; he has, of his own 
accord, substituted the word ‘‘elecled” in place of 
the “highest number of votes.” This he was 
obliged to do, if he subserved the views of his poli- 
tical friends. In commissions issued to Messrs. 
Dickerson, Vrooin & Co. he might well have insert- 
ed that they had received the ‘greatest number of 
votes” from the whole state, and were therefore 
duly commissioned as meinbers of the twenty-sixth 
congress. But in those which he did issue to the 
opposite claimants, he could not, he dared not to 
say so; he therefore substituted and inserted a word 
of his own, and, in face of the law, in contradic- 
tion to the fact, and in violation of the highest prin- 
ciples of constitutional liberty, conferred a false 
an fraudulent authority on men not entitled to it, 
and which it has taken so much time and treasure to 
deprive them of. If New Jersey has suffered in 
this conflict, she must cast the blame on her own 
functionaries, while she cannot but approve the 
generous and noble conduct of the house of repre- 
sentatives in sustaining those great principles of 
opular supremacy involved in this controversy. 

On the 10th of February, just one month from 
the time the committee commenced their labors, 
further time was given until the second Monday in 
April, on the application of Messrs. Aycrigg & Co. 
to take additional testimony in the case. By that 

eriod the greater portion of the session would have 
been passed, and it seemed to the undersigned to be 
a inatter of duty and propriety to report all the facts 
as we had ascertained them to be, leaving it to the 
house, in its own discretion, to provide lor the tem- 
porary occupation of the seats if it thought proper 
todoso. For this purpose, Mr. Fisher introduced 
the following resolution: 


‘‘Whereas this committee has now examined and 
passed on ali the papers referred to them by the 
house, and have decided that they will not recom- 
mend that the vacant seats from New Jersey be 
filled before the polls can be purged, and it can be 
ascertained which party received the greatest num- 
ber of legal votes: therefore 

‘Resolved, That this committee will now proceed 
to make a report of the whole number of votes poll- 
ed in the state of New Jersey at the congressional 
election held in 1838, and to ask the house to give 
time and power to the claimants to procure other 
evidence.”’ 


Which proposition, offered as an amendinent to 
another, was lest by a vote of four against four, 
(the chairman not voting, the proposition failed, of 
course). Prior in time, however, to the introduc- 
tion of the foregoing resolution, Mr. Medill moved 
to amend the resolution, giving the parties until the 
second Monday in April to take further testimony, 
by striking out all alter the word “resolved,” and 
inserting — 

“That this committee will report forthwith tothe 
house of representatives the written statements of 
the claimarts, and the testimony before it, with an 
Opinion thereon, for the consideration of the house.” 

Which was also rejected by a similar vote, the 
chairman not voting on the question. We refer 
with conscious satisfaction to these facts, to show 
that we have not been disposed to keep back the 
light of truth from the country, nor to withhold 
from the house of representatives an opportunity to 
fill the vacant seats from New Jersey at the earliest 
moment it might choose to do so. Baflled in allour 
attempts to make a preliminary report, Mr. Rives 
introduced a resolution that the chairman of the 
committee should be instructed to ask of the house 
to direct that all the papers in the New Jersey case 
be printed for the use of the house; but even this 
poor privilege was denied us by that very minority, 
with the aid of the chairman, which now so loudly 
complains of our despotism over them. 


We now invite you to leave our proceedings in 
|the committee room, and to turn your attention to 
the house of representatives on the day when our 
chairman asked permission from the house to have 
the papers printed. A member of the house (Mr. 
Cave Johnson, of Tennessee), moved the following 
amendment in lieu of the chairman’s: 

‘Resolved, That the committee of elections be 
authorised to report to this house such papers as 
they may desire to have printed by order of the 
house, and that they be instructed, also, to report 
forthwith which five of the ten individuals claiming 
seats from the state of New Jersey received the 
greatest number of votes from the whole state for 
representatives in the congress of the U. States, at 
the election of 1838, in said state, with all the evi- 
dence of the fact in their possession: provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 








'prevent or delay the action of said committee in 


|taking testimony, and deciding said case on the! 


merits of the election.”’ 


On this proposed amendment a long and animat- 
ed discussion ensued, in which three of the minority 
(the fourth being absent) largely participated. 
The main point in that discussion was on a collate- 
ral and unimportant issue, designed, as we believed 
at the time, to awaken the sympathies of the house 
to protect the committee from an alleged intrusion 
on their deliberations by the chairman of the mili- 
tary committee—to save them from the invasion of 
“that man of war,” who might pull down our chair- 
man, arrest its members, and turn us neck and heels 
out of doors. Now that the occasion has gone by, 
we cannot but think that those gentlemen theinselves 
have become deeply impressed with the truth of 
that celebrated saying, “there is but one step from 
the sublime to the ridiculous.” A motion was 
made to amend Mr. Johnson’s resolution by Mr. 
Filimore (who was in full practice in making simi- 
lar motions in the committee room) to insert the 
word “lawful”? before the word ‘votes.” ‘The ad- 
ininistration pariy of the house, generally, voted 
against the insertions, and the entire opposition par- 
ty present, we believe, voted for it. Much conver- 
sation took place through the house before the final 
vote was taken on the adoption of Mr. Johnson’s reso- 
lution, as amended, as to the effect or alteration of the 
substance and meaning of his resolution, by the in- 
sertion of the word “lawful.” The conclusions 
drawn, as to what that effect would be, may be 
clearly inferred from the votes given. 


The administration portion of the house still 
voted for the proposition, while the entire opposi- 
tion voted against it, in the face of their own favorite 
word, “lawiul.”? What other deduction can be 
fairly drawn than that, in the opinion of both parties, 
the resolution, as amended, did not necessarily 
throw us back on the final purgation of the polls 








~ 


as the only basis of the contemplated report? How- 
ever this may be, the committee met; the chairman, 
who had voted for the insertion of the word “Jaw. 
ful,” expressed his opinion on the proper construc- 
tion of the resolution, and in that opinion we fully 
concurred. ‘This was the moment when we be- 
came, as we suppose, that tyrannical and despotic 
majority, of which so much complaint has been 
made. Before that time, as the journal will show, 
we had been generally in the minority—our propo- 
sitions overruled, struck out, and amended, so as 
to take such forms and complexions as to compel 
us to abandon them, and to disclaim their paternity. 
That we did not bear the misfortunes of minority 
with becoming submission, we aver cannot be de- 
monstrated by the journal. We uttered no com- 
plaints; fully recognising the great principle that, 
in republican governments, majorities must rule; 
and least of all did we prefer against those who dif- 
fered from us in their opinions, the bold charge of 
tyrannizing over us. 

The controversy now no longer turns upon the 
merits of the New Jersey case, nor on the truth and 
correctness of the report which we have made on 
it, but new and false issues have been created, in- 
volving, chiefly, the mode or manner in which we 
have reported on it. Thus, narrowed down to the 
mere crimination of the majority, the undersigned 
will proceed to vindicate themselves, and the report 
which they have made, against the complaints and 
charges which the minority have preferred in their 
counter-report, and their appeal to the public. 

The first complaint, in the proper order of them, 
is, that, ‘‘from some extraordinary mental delusion,” 
we entirely misconstrued the resolution under which 
we acted; and, in fact, ‘“‘paid no regard to the abso- 
lute instruction of this house.” On this point, the 
undersigned might content themselves with a sim- 
ple reference to the report itself and leave, without 
comment, the question of *tmental delusion” to be 
settled by an enlightened and impartial community; 
but they beg leave to state, that the minority (ex- 
cept one) were present in the committee room, 
and urged all the arguments they desired against 
the construction adopted by the majority; if they 
failed to produce conviction then, it is only a pre- 
sage, in our opinion, of a like result now that they 
have been submitted tothe public. The majority 
gave the construction that, as we were required to 
make a report forthwith of the greatest nuinber of 
lawful votes, (not, however, so as to prevent or de- 
lay the action of the committee in taking testimony, 
and deciding said case on the merits of the election), 
the report contemplated by the house was a pre- 
liminary one, and was intended to be predicated on 
such votes on the poll books as, by the law and the 
rules of evidence, were to be regarded as lawful, 
until the contrary was actually proved. 

On the 31st of January, our journals show that 
every member of the minority voted in favor of the 
following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That all votes received by authorised 
officers acting in conformity with the laws are prima 
facie legal.” 

We understand that in giving the above construc- 
tion to the resolution of the house, we but repeated 
the above decision, in which the minority so unani- 
mously concurred with us. At the time of giving 


' their instructions, the house knew that we could not 


report cn the “lawful votes” in any other sense 
than we have given it. The house knew that the 
evidence was not yet completed, and that the par- 
ties had been given until the second Monday in 
April for that purpose. To have supposed the 
house to have adopted the word ‘“lawiul” in the 
sense now insisted upon by the minority, involves 
it in the gross inconsistency of demanding a report 
from one of its committees, which it knew it was 
impossible for that committee to make. But there 
is one mode of settling this question of ‘inental 
delusion,” which must be conclusive; surely the 
minority will admit that the house itself understood 
its own instructions. If the report submitted was 
not in accordance with its intention, it would never 
have sanctioned it. The very point of its construc- 
tion was raised by a motion to recominit, and the 
house refused the motion, and confirmed the report 
by an overwhelming majority. 

The next complaint which we feel called on to 
notice is the following: — 

“The individual members of the majority refused 
to recognise or adopt the reasoning of the report, 
but were entirely satisfied with the conclusions 
drawn from it; while the author of the report was 
equally well satisfied with his own reasoning, but 
conld not adopt the conclusions, as evidenced by 
his refusal to vote for the resolution based upon it, 
thongh present at the time.” 

The minority have here evidently blended the 
proceedings in committee with what took place 
in the house. The reasoning of the report relates 
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entirely to the question of construction, with which, 
as we have before stated, all of us concurred; the 
only conclusion of the report was, the result of an 


arithmetical computation, showing the number of 


the votes, and for whom cast, as they stood upon 
the poll books; in which, likewise, all of us con- 
curred. Itis true that a proposition was made in 
the house by a member, not on the committee, to 
admit Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom and company, 
into their seats, on which the chairman, as a Inein- 
ber of the house, did not think proper to vote; but 


surely that can raise no inference of discordancy of 


opinion between the chairman and the other mem- 
bers of the committee in the preparation of the re- 
port, which did not embrace any | sige ebaigr of ad- 
mission to membership at all. re) show the pre- 
cise fact of the case, we refer to the journal, where 
it appears that Mr. Brown submitted the following: 
‘Resolved, That the report just read be adopted by 
the committee.” In tavor of which every one of 
the majority voted. _ bee 

In the report submitted by the minority, the un- 
dersigned have noticed the following remarks: 

“That, immediately upon the assembling of the 
cominittee, under the resolution herein examined, 
the majority, without considering the proofs ad- 
mitted to be competent, the tendency of which was 
to show that unlawful votes had been polled for the 
non-commissioned claimants, settled forthwith the 
principles on which the report should be made.” 

It is true the majority did refuse them to take up 
the evidence, because the same had been often taken 
up, read aud considered before. We knew, also, 
that under our rules each member of the commnittee, 
before called upon to vote for or against the report 
which we were then directing to be prepared, would 
have a right to demand the reading of any of the 
testimony which he might desire again to hear.— 
Such calls were made by some of the minority, and 
all the evidence asked for or desired was read be- 
fore the committee. From this statement of the 
minority, others have since been made in debate, 
caiculated to lead to the conclusion that the com- 
mnittee never had examined the evidence referred to 
them by the house, but precipitately hurried in 
their report, without ever having given it the neces- 
sary and proper attention. On this point, therefore, 
we again appeal to our journals for proof positive 
and unequivocal that every such intimation is wholly 
destitute of foundation. 

On the third of February, Mr. Bolts moved the 
following: 

‘Resolved, That we will now take up the testi- 
mony which has been referred to this comumnittee in 
the New Jersey case, with a view of hearing and 
deciding upon its competency ouly, lee ving its suf- 


ficiency to be determined when the testimony is’ 


finally closed by order of the committee.” 

Here was another of those indirect blows at pre- 
venting a preliminary report, which it was neces- 
sary to parry; and, therefore, on the motion of Mr. 
Fisher, all of Mr. Bott’s resolution was stricken out 
after the word ‘case,” leaving the resolution as 
follows: 

‘Resolved, That we will not take up the testi- 
mony which has been referred to this committee in 
the New Jersey case.” 

You will be pleased to observe that the testimnony 
was thus to be taken up, without any qualification 
or limitation whatsoever. On page 70 of the jour- 
nal this entry may be found: ‘‘and thereupon the 
committee proceeded to the hearing of the testi- 
mony,”’ &c. ‘‘and the certificates of the governor of 
New Jersey were read.”? Again, on pape 75, ‘and 
the following documents, being the same that were 
re‘erred,” &c. “were severally taken up and read.”” 
The same entry on page 75, with the following: 
“the parties were heard,” &c. On page 79 may be 
found the following entry: ““Mr. Botts moved the 
following resolution: ‘Resolved, That this committee 
will now proceed to decide on the legality and va- 
lidity of the commissions granted,’ ” &c. it being 
the first question presented, and the whole testimony 
relating to thal branch of the subject having been read. 
On page 81, ‘‘the paper No. 13 was then taken up;”’ 
on page 83, “thereupon paper No. 13 was read;’’ 
on page 117, this same No. 13 (as to the polls at 
South Amboy) was again taken up by the committee 
and rejected, after full arguiment by the parties, one 
ouly (Mr. Botts) of all the committee voting for it. 

The journal further shows that, after going 
through the various items of testimony by numbers 
and having them read where they were deemed 
competent evidence, “there being no further evi- 
dence before the committee, Mr. Botts moved the 
following,” &c. This is the testimony of our jour- 
nal, and from it we distinctly announce to the Ame- 
rican people that, before this report was made, all 
the testimony referred to the coinmittee of which 
we ever had any information was either actually 
read, or (as was the case in some instances to save 


- 


| house. 


time) considered as read, and thereby rendered ac- 
cessible to all; ready to be read as evidence on the 
call of any member of the committee who might 
desire to hear it before giving his vote; and ready, 
of course, to be scanned and scrutinized by any in- 
dividual member in or out of committee hours, who 
night desire to inspect it for his own satisfaction 
on any question involved in the New Jersey case. 
We now come to what has since become known 
as “the inysterious package,” which the minority 
insist in their report, and others in debate have 
contended, that we ought to have examined before 
submitting that report. It was on Saturday, the 
day after the instructions of the house had been 
given, that the committee met; on that day the 
basis of the contemplated report was determined 
on, and the chairman directed to prepare it accord- 
ingly. Then, we apprehend, “the mysterious pack- 
age’’ had not made its appearance in this city. It 
was on the Tuesday following that the committee 
met to receive the report from the chairman; not 
to re-open the case, nor take any different action 
upon it, but simply to ascertain that it had been 
constructed and prepared according to the direc- 
tions of the committee. Convened only for that 
purpose, the gentleman from Connecticut laid on 
the table a sealed package, directed to the speaker 
of the house of representatives of the United States, 
to the care of the honorable J. Campbell, chairinan 
of the committee of elections, with an endorsement 
stating that they were depositions in the New Jer- 
sey election. They were perinitted to lie on the 
table for some time, and until the report was read 
by the chairman, and Mr. Brown had moved its 
adoption. When that motion was made, Mr. Smith, 
who had previously proposed that it should be 
opened by the chairman, moved as an amendment 
to Mr. Brown’s resolution of adoption “that the said 
sealed package should be sent forthwith to the 
speaker, to the end that it may be opened, and that 
this committee will proceed to examine said new 
depositions, and to determine whether said poll 
(South Amboy) was held in conformity with law.” 


knowledge of its contents, nor to have received the 
package by mail, or from any of the parties in this 
case. He spoke of its having coine to this city un- 
der another envelope, covering, also, a letter from 
Mr. Halsted to himself. By whom or when it had 
been sealed up, or by whoin directed, was not 
stated; and no intimation, from hearsay or other- 
wise, was given that the evidence it contained had 
any relevancy whatever to illegal votes. 

On the proposition made that the package should 
be opened by the chairman, he expressed the opi- 
nion that he had no right to do so, it not being di- 





“The mysterious package’? was, however, referred 
to the committee, where it will remain to be acted 
on, on the second Monday in April, when all the 
other depositions, taken *‘in relation to the ultimate 
right,” shall bave arrived, 

It is urged by the minority, and repeated in de- 
bate, that the house, in giving the instructions, and 
the committee, in making the report, in the absence 
of the parties, was a breach of faith not to have 
been expected. How can this be so, after the refe- 
rence to the journals which we have made? The 
chairman’s last resolution provided exprezsly that a 
preliminary report might be made at any time 
the committee might think proper. All attempts 
by the minority, or any of them, to get clear of 
this resolution had been rejected, and Mr. Fisher's 
resolution above mentioned, and Mr. Medill’s, (both 
proposing a preliminary report) were introduced, 
discussed and decided in the presence of both par- 
ti€s in the coinmittee room several days besore they 
left the city. We remind the public, also, that not 
only were these propositions made in their presence 
in the committee room, but a resolution calling for 
a report in the New Jersey case, introduced by Mr. 
Turney, of Tennessee, was also pending before the 
house, before any of these gentlemen left the citv 
of Washington. Were they then taken by surprise? 
Were they deceived, either by the instructions of 
the house, or the action of the cominittee in obeying 
them? But it is said the committee ought to have 
notified them. What for? Thal they might be 
present when the polls of Millville and Amboy 
were to be added to the estimates made by the go- 
vernor and council? ‘hat they might be heard by 
themselves and their connsel? They had been 
heard repeatedly and patiently on every question 
Which had arisen in the case. Avain we ask, why 
should we have notified them, when they had re- 
tired to take further testimony on the final right, 
with the full knowledge that a preliminary repoit 
was contemplated, and a proposition for one actually 
pending before the house, before they retired from 
| the walls of the capitol? We forbear a further refu- 





Mr. Smith did not pretend to have any personal] tation of this alleged surprise and deception, but 


‘leave the gentlemen who have made it to that re- 


/buke which is so pointedly furnished by the journal 
of the coinmittee and of the honse. 

The minority do not pretend to contest with us 
the truth of our report, nor dispute any solitary fact 
which it asserts; but they complain against the house 
that their counter-report would not be received and 
printed, so as to give them an opportunity to lay 
their views and opinions before the public. This is 
not a fair statement of the case. Our report had been 
introduced, and the house was actually engaged in 
its consideration, when the minority came in and 





rected to him, nor having been referred by the 


that opinion, and when the vote was taken on the 


Mr. Fillmore and Mr. Smith voting for it. 
knew that both parties were then absent in New 


so until the second Monday in April, at which time 


were transmitted, and been diverted out of its di- 
rect passage to the speaker of the house, to whoin 
the laws of New Jersey expressly required it to be 
directed, the undersigned did not know, and Mr. 
Smith did not profess to have the necessary infor- 
ination to enable him to explain. If we had delayed 
obedience to the mandates of the house, by suspend- 
ing our report until the depositions should be sent 


house, the same process might have to be repeated 
on the arrival of some other package, and the wishes 


the question of recommitment was still pending in 
the house, at the request of one of the minority, the 
committee was assembled, and the proposition sub- 


we expected their return, and that they would then | right have the minority to ask or expect any thing 


present the evidences they had taken in the case.— | 
How and why this particular package had been| other business, in stopping in the very midst of their 
hurried off to this eity, before the other depositions, | deliberations, and giving a preference to these gen- 


to the speaker, opened by him, and then the order | 
of reference to the committee be obtained from the | moved to suspend the rnles, that their report should 


of the house, in calling for the report, be entirely | let it go out a suppressed report.” 
defeated. After the report was made, and while/{ as such, and a faint and sickly ery of persecution is 


offered to introduce theirs. The inquiry was made 


The undersigned concurred with him in of the speaker wheiber, if this was done, it would 


not supersede the action of the house on the report 


proposition to send it to the speaker, and in the) of the majority until that of the minority was dis- 
mean time to suspend the resolution of concurrence! posed of. The speaker replied that it would; and, 
with the report, they refused to do it, Mr, Crabb,) thereupon, the house determined to proceed, in pro- 
one of the minority, veting with us, and none but} per order, to hear and determine the report of the 
We | majority first, and then to receive and act upon the 


report of the minority. This was taking the subjects 


Jersey taking depositions, and had permission to do| in their proper turn, and disposing of them in the 


‘order in which they had been introdueed. 


What 


else? What reason was there for putting aside every 


| tlemen over every body else? They demanded too 
imuch, and the house refused to give it to them. 
They demanded the reception of their connter-re- 
port, not In season, but out of season; not in order, 
but out of order; and when the house could not rea- 
sonably gratify them, they turn away with the petu- 
lant complaint that their rights have been disregard- 
ed, and their report has been suppressed. 

We well retnember when one of the minority 





be received out of crder, that the voiee of one or 
more friends was heard through the hall, “no, no; 
It has gone ont 





to be another of those false issues by wiiech the 
people of this country are to be drawn off from the 





initted that the committee should recommend to the 
house a recotnmitiment of the report, for the express 


package considered. The majority replied to this 
proposition, that the house had opened and heard 
the evidence, and was therefore fully competent to 
decide on what was proper to be done with the re- 
port, without an expression of opinion from thie 
committee. What did the honse think proper to 
do? It had heard every word of the evidence which 
it is said we ought to have waited for and acted on, 
and yet it proceeded to confirm the report and ad- 
| mit the members by a majority of thirty-one votes. 





consideration of the true merits of the New Jersey 
case. 


The minority have asserted that “it had been said,” 


purpose of having the depositions contained in this} but by whom they have not condescended to inform 


us, ‘that the partly in power had resolved on the 
necessity of admitting the adininistration claimants 
to carry through some of the odious schemes of the 
present administration.” This insinuation, founded 
it appears, entirely on hearsay, stands self-destroyed 
by its own improbability. Can it be believed that 
the administration party was so strong as te be able 
to perpetrate alkthe ontrages; which these gentle- 
men have charged upon it in the New Jersey case, 
and that, too, by so large a majority, and yet be 
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unable to carry through its favorite measures, such | the present issue before the public; but so far as the 
as the sub-treasury bil, the treasury note bill, &c.? | address is a vindication of the report hereunto ap- 
Why, sirs, the assertion falls from its own monstro- | pended, or an answer to the positions assumed by 
sity. We sincerely deprecate this direct allusion |the minority of the committee, either in their appeal 
by the minority to the party politics of the day. |to the American people, or in their report, it meets 
We have not investigated this case as partisans— | with his unqualified approbation. 
we have not reported on it as such, nor do we now JOHN CAMPBELL. 
come before the American people with a decision 
tarnished by the suggestions of party requirements. | TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
We have acted as judges in the case; and we sin- SENATE. 
cerely believe that, in every stage of it, if we have| April16. Mr. Norvell presented the petition of 
not possessed the learning, we have at least attained | a number of citizens of St. Clair county, in the state 
to the impartiality of the judicial ermine. of Michigan, praying the imposition of a duty on 
But the case, for the present, has been carried up j fish imported from the provinces of Upper and Low- 
to the bar of public opinion—carried there, we hope, | er Canada. 
for no purpose of making temporary political capi-| Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution, 
tal for the coming elections, but earried there, as a| which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
proper courtesy requires us to admit, for the purpose | agreed to: 
of revisal, and the correction of any errors which| Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
may be found to have been committed. Betore that rected to report to the senate the anual amount of draw- 
tribunal we are willing to meet the minority—they | back paid on the exportation of refined sugar for each 
as the apologists of the governor of New Jersey and NM ar since the application of the drawback system to 
his privy council, we as the advocates of the peo- a race : , : ; 
ple of that noble and gallant state; they justifying ash 4 rit? %y 5D Parrasnce OF previous notice, 
the unhallowed desecration of her broad seal, we |#SKed and obtained leave to introduce a bill for al- 
vindicating and asserting the purity and potency of ee a ye ai. Phe Oates ry of the 
her ballot-boxes; they complaining of the mode and | ~"!'® Will i a ern district of Pennsyl- 
manner in which our decision has been made, we Th: oa ,  Hha aoe ti d : 
insisting on the broad merits, the truth aad justice, | °° f th vublic Pde ae re graduation of the 
of the case. It was on these we relied in commit- ae’ f PS a vee hot Mr up, and, on ac- 
tee room and in the house, and on them we inean to th of | tea isposition o t es heecre Ky. its 
rely before that high tribunal to which it is now re- |/U"ther consideration was postponed until Monday 


spectfully submitted. AARON V.BROWN, — | 2eXt 





FRANCIS BE. RIVES The bills ordered to be engrossed yesterday were 
WILLIAM MEDILL. severally read a third time and passed. 


: , The bill supplementary to the act entitled ‘an 
Techie vais dea tiie biiaenenns presented in ort tp entablish branches of the mint of the United 
the foregoing address to be correct; but, in my opi- States, itp agains ra op ves considered 
nion, they are unnecessarily urged on this occasion. fa aa pe. OF SOS WBE Ake Grmered: te Ue ea. 
From the beginning of this controversy, | have no- aa ; t doit 16 tia Komatabentt | 
ticed constant efforts on the part of those who de- bill . nies ‘A Sat tt ‘ rg bigene a on of the 
fended the conduct of the governor of New Jersey, er Lae reve ary th 1€ blie A dy pre-emption 
to turn the public wind off from the true points in ms und da ad re ths’ e 5 wnat st ainend- 
the case, and to bring up false issues before the peo- ee ‘ es sehr a Pye ra ™ ma the public 
ple. For one I am not willing, by these means, to |'2"s having been agreed to, Mr. Norvell said that a 
be drawn from strong grounds, and placed on weak- number of petitions had been presented to the senate 


1 : : ) from se son the publi ing i 
er, The New Jersey case may be stated in afew soci ee ae the Nemiisiamedis or he teat - 
words; it is this: 4 . “ a8, 


they had been unable to avail themselves of the be- 
nefits of the existing pre-emption act. That act 
was to expire in June, by its own limitation. The 
petitioners ask for a longer time, to enable them to 
realize the beneficent provisions of the law. Be- 
sides, the present pre-emption act had, by general 
consent, worked well, both for the actual settlers 


The governor of that state, with his privy coun- 
cil, for the purpose of retaining political power in 
the hands of his friends, without the shadow of right, 
actually set aside the whole number of votes polled 
in two townships, amounting to six hundred and for- 
ty-six, by which unlawful means he defeated the 


five candidates opposed to hin in politics, and gave and the public. He therefore asked leave to sub- 


nominal majorities to his five political friends. He |". : yas / 
hy Ww ‘tion, pr M4 
declared his friends duly elected, and gave them then mit a new section, providing for the extension of 


commissions. These men, with the commissions, un- iad  vaae of the 22d of June, 1838, to the 
der the great sealof the state, came on to the meet- Th eed er Site fusitie dite d by Me 

ing of congress; and the other five, who had been Cl ™ r At bs Nor 144 Crib vat ea  Re-piersina 
defrauded of the election, also came on. Both sets oe “ - way nig J rutenden and Prentiss, 
presented themselves belore the house, and claimed " Sih i tps Pas iE b atibscaedres proposed Ms 
seats, and the question arose as to which should have tae te ‘4 ue PA aaseatte, Syeohie, Bs pethinase ostvanl 
the seats—the five who held the governov’s commis- of the bits. : dition of th gh tesa o the passage 
sions, under the great seal, but who had not receiv- M Pp adhe an 4 ve g 4 bated Ne pre-emption. 
ed a majority of votes, or the other five, who had no h a White. Pientin’” No #5: e y Messrs. Hub- 
commissions, but who had received the greatest nuin- Kh : I d Fe rensvess Aver vell, Mervick, Sevier, 
bee of ¥otes. night and King; and the question being taken, it 


Qne portion of the house were for giving seats to eh aah in the negative, yeas 13, nays 24. F 
those who held the governor’s commissions, alleging he question was then taken ” Mr. Norvell’s 
that we had no right at that time to look beyond the amendment; Which was ns to, yeas 25, nays 11. 
commissions. The other portion of the house were Mr, Prentiss Wnty shiek of strike out the oy 
for giving the seats to the five who had no commis- risa 5S the bi ; 4 Clo Ms ayy ghdont Nae de A 
sions, but who had received the greatest number | Messrs. Frentiss and Clay, of Alabaina, was decid- 
of votes. After much controversy, however, the | &4 1 the Hag Nah ata nays 25. hich M 
house decided to adinit neither set to the seats just Alter Pers furthe Prntese ats 1D When Messrs. 
then, but referred the matter to a committee’ for | Wa/ker and Porter participated, oe ae er 
investigation. This committee, undera subsequent | ti phi eee etude: ‘he aff tor & third 
resolution of the house, reported, from the testimony Hollow. which was cecided in the affirmative, as 
belore them, that the five who had not the commis- + te en ES 
sions actually re oe the greatest nuiaber of votes; | YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchan- 

an, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hub- 
‘bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
jac ; ; : vell, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Ind. Sturgeon, 
These being the facts of the case,.the true ques- Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, Young—25. 
tion now is, did the house act right in admitting to) NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Crittenden, Davis, Merrick, 
seats those who had received the greatest nuinber of | Prentiss, Ruggles, Strange—7. 
votes, or ought they to have kept the seats vacant, The senate then went into an executive session, 
and New Jersey unrepresented, until the whole state | and afterwards adjourned. 
could be searched over for illegal votes, given as well| pri} i7. ‘The bill supp!ementary to the act en- 








and, thereupon, the house, by a majority of thirly-one 
woles, adinitted thein to take the seats. 





on the one side as the other? | titled ‘an act to establish branches of the mint of 


For one, I believe the house acted right in what | the United States” was puton ils third reading, 
it has done, and I am willing to defend the prinei- | when quite an animated discussion took place on a 
ples here involved, but I ain not willing to be drawn | motion by Mr. Presion to recorminit the bill to the 
off on collateral questions, and enter into disputes | committee on finance, with instructions to inquire 
that may mislead the public mind from the true point | into the ex pediency of abolishing the branches. 
in issue. CHAS. FISHER, | Messrs, Lumkin, Presion, Clay, Wright, Brown, 

The undersigned has not affixed his signature to | Calhoun, Buchanan, end others participated in the 
the foregoing address, because he is unwilling to ar- debate, ‘T he question failed, there appeating only 
raign the conduct of the governor andl privy council] 11 ayes to:28 noes. 
of New Jersey, or to refer to proceedings in com-| The bill supplementary to the act to grant pre- 
mittee, which he considers not strictly relevant to | emption rig ‘its pejpg on its third reading was post- 








poned until Monday next, Mr. Clay haviag intimat- 
ed his intention to offer some few remarks against 
the passage of the bill. 

All the other bills ordered to be engrossed on 
Thursday were read a third time and passed. 

Friday and Saturday having been set apart for the 
consideration of private bills, the calendar was ta- 
ken up, When a number of bills were considered in 
committee of the whole, and, after having been ex- 
plained, were ordered to be engrossed. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

April 18. The vice president communicated to 
the senate a message from the president of the U. 
States in compliance with a resolution of the 30th 
December last, showing a list of the banks that had 
refused to pay government creditors in specie when 
demanded. 0 

Also, from the treasury department, showing the 
annual amount of drawbacks paid on the exportation 
of refined sugars. 

Mr. Wright presented resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of New York in favor of a general bankrupt 
law. 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported the two bankrupt bills which had been re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Wall, said these bills were reported back 
without any expression of opinion. The committee 
would probably be instructed to report on Wednes- 
day, when, at the same time, the minority would 
also present its views. 


On motion of Mr. Presicn, 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of suspending or dis- 
continuing the branch mints, or either of them, and re- 
port by biil or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
limits of the port of New Orleans. 

Mr. Walker submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate a statemeut of the 
number of acres of land proclaimed for sale by the pre- 
sident of the United States in that portion of the state 
vt Mississippi and Alabama ceded by the Chickasaw 
Indians, together with the dates of the several procla- 
mations and copies thereof; the days upon which the 
several townships were actually offered at sale, the 
quantity disposed of at public sale, and also by private 
entry, and the prices paid; the days when the several 
townships became subject to entry at private sale, spe- 
cifying the number of acres now remaining unsold; the 
various prices at which said quantity remaining unsold 
is now subject to entry, specifying the ranges, town- 
ships, sections and parts of sections, and upon what 
days said lands so designated and specified that may 
remain unsold will be subject to entry at the price of 
twelve and a half cents per acre, and what lands, if 
any, so designated and specified, are now subject to 
entry at said price. 

Mr. Walker said he wished the resolution to be 
considered then, as he cesired the information for 
the purpose of using it on Monday. 

The bills ordered to be engrossed on Friday were 
severally read a third time and passed. 

Several private bills were considered in commit- 
tee of the whole, explained and engrossed. 

Mr. Preston asked ti.e consent of the senate to 
take up the bill for the relief of brig. gen. John E. 
Wool and col. Croghan, which having been granted, 
an animated discussion ensued on the merits of this 
case. Messrs. Preston and Norvell advocated the 
bill with great zeal, alluding to the services of those 
chivalrous and meritorious officers on the plains of 
Chippewa, and at Sandusky, Messrs. Hubbard, 
King, Sevier, Williams, Prentiss and others oppos- 
ing it. At the suggestion of Mr. Preston, it Was 
postponed for the present. 

And the senate then adjourned, 


April 20. As soon as the senate met this morn- 
ing, and the journal had been read— 

Mr. Anderson rose and said: Mr. President: I 
rise to perform a very painful duty; and adverting 
to the circumstances in which I Jast saw the dis- 
tinguished individual of whom I am about to speak, 
itis exceedingly unexpected to me. I received, 
sir, this morning, afew moments before I took my 
seat in this chamber, a letter from a friend at Knox- 
ville, announcing the death of judge WuitTs; and 
although we had recent intelligence of his enfeebled 
health, I had still hoped that it might be restored, 
and his life protracted far beyond the present hour. 

In rising, sir, to move the adoption of the resolu- 
tions which I shall submit to the senate upon this 
occasion, in relation to this distinguished man, it is 
not improper to recite briefly a few of the leading 
facts of his history. 

In doing this, it is not inappropriate to remark 
that he was a member of this body during the early 
part of this session, and has often received here the 
honored distinction of presiding over its delibera- 
tions; and the proceeding which I propose I am in- 
[formed by some of the more experienced members 
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of the senate, is within the analogy of those rules 
under which we offer respect and courtesy to the 
memory of our departed associates. I am sure, sir, 
there is not one of all by whom I am surrounded 
who will not, under the circumstances, most cheer- 
fully extend the tribute of regard to his character. 

He emigrated at an early day to Tennessee, While 
yeta youth, and settled near to the very town In 
which his remains are now deposited. He was the 
descendant of a father who had participated in the 
patriotic struggles of our revolutionary war, and 
who, in transferring his residence to Tennessee, 
brought with him the spirit of enterprise and love 
of country necessary to the settlement of a perilous 
frontier. He received a classical education, and 
soon turned his attention to the study of the law, 
and at once engaged with ardor and success in the 
pursuits of that profession. His associates, from 
his youth up to the period when he had entered 
upon the duties of manhood, entertained for him the 
kindest and most sincere personal attachment, and 
were gratified at the rapid progress which he made 
in the confidence and favor of the public, in every 
thing which pertained to the duties of his profes- 
sion. He was several times elected to the legisla- 
ture, and twice, I believe, sir, placed upon the su- 
preme bench of the state. In all these stations he 
filled the measure of private and of public expecta- 
tion. His mind was clear and vigorous, and took 
within its range a vivid perception of the peculiar 
duties which belonged to each position. Subse- 
quently to this, he received a high mark of the con- 
fidence of our government by his appointment as a 
commissioner under a very important treaty. The 
fidelity and ability with which he executed that 
trust are well known to those who conferred it, and 
to those who felt, or in any way participated in its 
action. 

It was after this that he was transferred to the 
higher distinction of a seat in this body; and I am 
now surrounded by those who have served with 
him here, and who can fully appreciate his private 
and public worth. In all the personal relations of 
his life, at home and abroad, he stood upon elevated 
ground. His private character was without re- 
proach; and I feel confident that every senator will 
concur in this tribute to his memory. He now lies 
buried, sir, in the country of his adoption, and I 
trust that we will pass unanimously the resolutions 
which I now submit. 

Mr. A. then sent to the table the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of the se- 
nate, from a sincere desire of showing every mark of 
respect to the memory of the hon. Huen L. Wuire, 
deceased, a member of this body during the present 
session, will go into mourning for one month, by the 
usual mode ot wearing crape on the left arm. 

Resolved, unanimously, ‘hat, as an additional mark 
of respect for the memory of the hon. Huau L. Wuire, 
the senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. Presion said: I do not know, Mr. President, 
whether I am entitled to the honor I ain about to 
assuine in seconding the resolutions which have just 
been offered by the senator from ‘Tennessee in ho- 
nor of his late distinguished colleague; and yet, sir, 
I am not aware that any one present is more entitled 
to this melancholy honor, if it belongs to long ac- 
guaintance, to sincere admiration, and to intimate 
intercourse. If these circumstances do not entitle 
me to speak, I am sure every senator will feel, in 
the emotions which swell his own bosom, an apo- 
Jogy for my desire to relieve my own, by bearing 
testimony to the virtues and talents, and long ser- 
vices and great usefulness, of judge White. 

My infancy and youth were spent in a region 
contiguous to the sphere of his earlier fame and use- 
fulness. As long asI can remember any thing, I 
remember the deep confidence he had inspired as a 
wise and upright judge, in which station no man 
ever enjoyed a purer reputation, or established a 
more implicit reliance in his abilities and honesty. 
There was an antique sternness and justness in his 
character. By a general consent he was called 
Cato. Subsequently, ata period of our public af- 
fairs very analozous to the present, he occupied a 
position which placed him at the head of the finan- 
cial institutions of East Tennessee. He sustained 


them by his individual character. The name of 
Huzh L. White was a guaranty that never failed 


to attract confidence. Institutions were sustained 
by the credit of an individual, and the only wealth 
of that individual was his charactor. From this 
more limited sphere of usefulness and reputation he 
was first brought to this more conspicuous stage as 
a member of an important commission on the Spa- 
nish treaty, in which he was associated with Mr. 
Tazewell and Mr. King. His learning, his ability, 
his firmness and industry immediately extended the 
sphere of his reputation to the boundaries of the 
country. Upon the completion of that duty, he 
came into this senate. Of his career here J need 








not speak. His grave and venerable form is even 
now before us—that air of patient attention, of 
grave deliberation, of unrelaxed firmness. Here 
his position was of the highest—beloved, respected, 
honored; always in his place—always prepared for 
the business in hand—always bringing to it the trea- 
sured reflections of a sedate and vigorous under- 
standing. Over one department of our delibera- 
tions he exercised a very peculiar control. In the 
management of our complex and difficult relations 
with the Indians we all deferred to him, and to this 
he addressed himself with unsparing labor, and with 
a wisdoin and patient benevolence that justified and 
vindicated the confidence of the senate. 

In private life he was amiable and ardent. The 
current of his feelings was warin and strong. His 
long familiarity with public affairs had not damped 
the natural ardor of his temperament. We all re- 
meimber the deep feeling with which he so recently 
took leave of this body, and how profoundly that 
feeling was reciprocated. The good-will, the love, 
the respect which we bestowed upon him then, now 
give depth and energy to the mournful feelings with 
which we offer a solemn tribute to his memory. — - 

The resolutions were adopted, and the senate ad- 
journed. 


April 21. The following memorials, &c. were 
presented and referred: 

By the vice president, resolutions of the legislative 
council of Florida, asking the passage of a pre-emp- 
tion law for certain settlers on public lands in Flo- 
rida. 

By Mr. Norvell, from citizens of Michigan, ask- 
ing the release of William Lyon Mackenzie from 
imprisonment; referred to the president of the Unit- 
ed States. 

By Mr. Grundy, from citizens of Memphis coun- 
ty, Tennessee, asking the passage of a general 
bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Young, from Levi Owen and other citi- 
zens of Kentucky, asking grants of lands in Oregon, 
and permission to take theirnegroes with them, and 
that John Rowan, of Kentucky, be appointed go- 
vernor of the territory. : 

By Mr. Walker, from citizens of Jefferson county, 
in the state of Mississippi, asking the establishinent 
ofa mail route. 

Also, from citizens of Hinds county, asking the 
passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. W. said that this memorial was very nume- 
rously signed by persons of both political parties, 
and he was glad to find that, besides merchants, they 
ask that banks may also be included in the provi- 
sions of the bill. He was pleased to find that the 
proper view was taken of the subject in Missis- 
sippl. 

Fila, from citizens of Franklin county, to the 
same effect. 


By Mr. Wright, from a large number of citizens 
of New York, asking the imposition of a duty on 
foreign silk. 

Also, from citizens of Wayne county, asking the | 
passage of a general bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from citizens of Ala- 
baa, asking the passage of a general bankrupt law, 
including merchants, traders, farmers and mecha- 
nics. 

Mr. C. would take that occasion to say that some 
measure of the kind was necessary. As the law 
now stood, the energies of creditors are so crippled 
as to render them ina measure useless to theinselves 
and the country. He desired the passage of a bill 
which would place the relative position of debtor 
and creditor on just and humane grounds. 

Mr. Buchanan, trom the committee on foreign re- 
lations, asked to be discharged from the memorial 











of John M. Clayton and others, in relation to mak- 
ing a navigable communication between the Atlan- 
tic and Pacific oceans at the isthmus of Darien; and 
that it be referred to the president of the United 
States, to whoin it was originally directed. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on 
the public lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of citizens of 
Iowa, asking to be allowed to select other sections 
in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Young, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported the bill to cede to the state of Alaba- 
ma the Muscle Shoals canal. | 


} 





Mr. Tuppan, from the committee on naval affairs, 
presented the report of the secretary of war relative | 
to process of ‘‘Kyanizing;” which was ordered to | 
be printed. 

Mr. White, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
construction of certain harbors on Lake Michigan. 

Mr. While submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 
ed to lay before the senate a statement of the names of 
banks in which special deposites in specie were made 
to the credit of the treasurer of the United States, in 


{. 





anticipation of receiving therefor’ treasury notes issued 


under the acts of 1837, 1838 and 1839; and of the date 
and amount of each delivery of treasury notes on ac- 
count of having received certificates of such special de- 
posites, with the rates of interest of such treasury notes, 
and the names of the persons or banks to whom the 
same were delivered. Also, a siaterment of the amount 
remaining in each of such banks to the credit of the 
said treasurer at the date of the first of such certificates 
issued by such bank. And, also, a monthly statement 
of the amount of all other deposites to the credit of the 
said treasurer, in such banks, for each month during 
the period between the date of the first certificate and 
the date of the payment of such treasury notes; and, 
also, a statement of the drafts drawn against such spe- 
cial deposites, in each month during such period, stat- 
ing the transactions with each bank in a separate ac- 
count. And,also, copies of all correspondence between 
his department and such banks, and any person or per- 
sons, relative to the making such special deposites and 
to the delivery of such treasury notes. 

The bills that were ordered to be engrossed on 
Saturday were read a third time, and passed. 

The bill granting to the state of Michigan a quan- 
tity of land, to aid said state in the construction of 
a road around the falls of St. Marie, ordered some 
days since to be engrossed, was read a third time, 
when, on the question of its passage, a debate arose, 
in which Messrs. Norvell, Henderson Walker aud 





| Porter participatec, advocating the bill, and Messrs. 


Crittenden, Preston and Buchar.an opposing it. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Tappan, tbe bill was 
recommitted to the committee on the public lands, 
without division. 

The bill supplemental to the act entitled ‘an act 
to grant pre-emption rights tosettlers on the public 
lands,” approved June 22, 1838, was read a third. 
time, when Mr. Clay rose, and addressed the se- 
nate at some length against the bill, and concluded 
by moving to recommit it with instructions to re- 
strict the rights of pre-emption to citizens of the 
United States, native or naturalized; to strike ont 
the section recognising the principle that the public 
la..ds, prior to the grant of a pre-emption, or any 
other grant, can be the subject of creating the rela- 
tion of lesser and lessee; and to strike out the sec- 
tions renewing the right of floats. 

On this motion a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
Clay, of Alabama, Walker, Grundy, Ciay, of Ken- 
tucky, and others, participated; when the qnestion 
was taken on the recommitment, and’ decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Brown, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Knight, Prentiss, Roane—S. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay. of Ala. Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nichelas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, Young 
— 0, 

The question recurring on the passage of the bill, 
the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being taken, 
were as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchan- 
an, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin. Nicholas, Norvell, 
Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Ind. Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, 
Young—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of Ky. Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Knight, Prentiss, Roane—9. 

The senate went into the consideration of execu- 
tive business at half past four o’clock, and soon af- 
ter adjourned. 

Aprii 22. The following memorials and petitions 
were presented and referred: 

By Mr. Lumpkin, from citizens of Georgia, ask- 
ing the establishment of a certain mail route. 

By Mr. Wall, from citizens of New Jersey, ask- 
ing the passage of a genera} bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Nicholas, {rom the legislature of Louisi- 
ana, in favor of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. Clayton, by direction of a majority of the 
committee on the judiciary, reported a bill to esta- 
blish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the U. States. He said it might be proper to state 
that there had been much diversity of opinion on 
the subjectin the committee. A majority thougiit, 
indeed, he might say, they all thought, that some 
immediate relief should be provided for all those 
persons who have already, by the misfortunes of 
trade, or by other means, failed in business, and be- 
come unable to meet their engagements, and to pay 
their debts, and who are willing to make a full and 
fair surrender of their property for the benefit of 
their creditors; and not only for those whe are at 
present laboring under this misfortune, but for al} 
those who may hereafter be in a shnilar situation, 
and who may choose voluntarily to surrender their 
property, and avail themselves of the relief propos- 
ed. The bill now reported only provides for the 
case of voluntary bankruptcy. If passed, it will give 
a great, and almost immeasurable reltef to thousands. 
Lt willjemancipate from a spectes of bondage a vast 
puinber of active, intelligent and enterprising men. 
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who are now struggling against hope with spirits 
worn down, and energies paralyzed. It is not they 
only who are interested in the matter—the country 
has an interest in their activity and industry and 
talents, that they may be again set free to add to its 
general wealth and prosperity. These views ope- 
rating with a majority of the committee, they 
thought it would be best to present this bill for the 
consideration of the senate unincumbered and un- 
clogged by any other matter; that it should stand or 
fall by its own merits; and that it should not be en- 
tangled with other measures not essentially connect- 
ed with it, and which might bring ona heated and 
angry party discussion, in which the merits of the 
relief now proposed might be lost sight of amid the 
more exciting and questionable matters improperly 
connected with it. The minority would not con- 
sent that this bill should be reported unless it pro- 
vided for the case of the compulsory bankruptcy of 
individuals, and also forthe bankruptey of corpora- 
tions. Asa compromise, the majority of the com- 
mittee proposed that three bills should be reported, 
providing separately for the three classes of cases 
which the committee had unser consideration, 
namely, Ist. For the case of voluntary bankruptcy. 
2d. For theinvoluntary bankruptey of individuals; 
and, 3d. For the case of corporations, leaving each 
inember of the committee to vote on each bill in the 
senate as he chose. The majority thought that this 
was the most fair method of proceeding, as each 
class wuuld be debated, and voted for or against, 
upon its own merits. ‘This proposition was declin- 
ed by the minority, they insisting onincluding cor- 
porations in any bill which might be reported. It 
is but justto say that at the last meeting of the 
committee, when the proposition was finally reject- 
ed, the gentleman from North Carolina was not pre- 
sent, but at a previous meeting he urged the pro- 
priety of inserting corporations in the bill. 

Mr. C. said it might further be proper to state 
that two of the members of the majority were not 
inclined at present to go further than the present 
bill goes. Mr. C, said he was not of that number, 
as he considered it the duty of congress to pass a 
yeneral bankrupt law which should be equally fa- 
vorable to the creditor as to the debtor, by which 
the creditor, seeing his debtor fraudulently dispos- 
ing of and wasting his effects, could compel him to 
surrenderthem in payment of his debts. Such a 
law ina trading community was essentially neces- 
sary to it? prosperity. In part, in discharge of the 
duty assigned to the coinmiltee on the judiciary, he 
now reported the bill, reserving to the committee to 
consider whether they will report further on the 
subject. 

Mr. Wall said that the dissentions of opinion 
which had occurred in the committee room were 
both candidly and fairly stated by the senator from 
Delaware. The minority of the committee could 
not consent to report asa uniform bill that which re- 
Jated solely to the debtor side of the question, and 
which had no reference to artificial persons, but to 
natural persons only. Mr, W. did not agree with 
the senator from Delaware that combining the three 
branches would lead to any angry discussion, or be 


likely to retard a measure which, were he to judge | 


from appearances, was so loudly called for. The 
minority of the committee had prepared its views 
on thisimportant, and, he might add, all absorbing 
question, which he begged leave to send to the 
chair; and he would now give notice that, when 
the bill cameup, he should move to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert what had been 
presented; and he desired that it might be printed. 

Mr. Clay would suggest to the chairman of the 
committee on the judiciary whether it would not 
be better to name some early and convenient day, 
in order that it might be generally known when 
the subject was to be considered. While up he 
would take the occasion to express his hearty con- 
currence in the views of the committee, viz: that 
voluntary bankruptcies, compulsory, and bankrupt- 
cies of corporations, might well be considered un- 
der three separate and distinct heads. It was not 
to be denied that the voluntary class of bankrupt- 
cies would comprehend avast majority of all the 
cases, and hence the present billof the majority 
would be likely to afford the largest share of relief 
in the present embarrassed and deranged state of 
business. He had notrisen for the purpose of en- 
tering into any discussion of the matter, but sim- 


ply to express the hope that an early day may be | 


fixed when the subject will be met in that spirit of 
candor and fairness that will lead to the most bene- 
ficial results. 

Mr. Wall said he had it in contemplation to 
move and make it the special order for an early 
period. It would be recollected that the senators 
from Massachusetts and New York, both of whoin 
had taken a deep interest in this subject, were how 
absent, and, in the mean time, the bill could be 


printed, and he should take care that a day should 
be fixed, of which all might be apprised. 

The bill was ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judi- 
ciary, reported a joint resolution authorising the 
printing of 10,000 copies of the laws relating to 
naturalization. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the bill to amend the 
act entitled **an act to authorise the state of Ten- 
nessee to issue grants and perfect titles to certain 
lands therein described, and to settle the claitins to 
the vacant and unappropriated lands within the 
same,’’ was considered in committee of the whole 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill toreduce the drawback on refined su- 
gar, and to reduce the fishing bounties and allow- 
ances in proportion to the reduced duties on sugar 
and molasses, was taken up; when— 

Mr. Benton delivered his views at great length, 
and was followed by Messrs. Anderson and Hub- 
bard in some brief remarks; when the bill was pass- 
ed over. And the senate adjourned. 





HOWSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, April 16. By general consent, Messrs. 
Leet, of Pa. and Wagner, of N. Y. presented seve- 
ral petitions for pensions, which were appropriate- 
ly referred. 

And a motion was made by Mr. Hoffman to sus- 
pend the rule, for the purpuse of receiving petitions 
generally, but the question was not put. 

Mr. Jenifer asked that, by general consent, the 
executive communications on the speaker’s table 
might be taken up and referred. 

No objection being made, 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the president of the United States, com- 
inunicating a report from the secretary of state, 
with certain documents in relation to the tobacco 
trade. On motion of Mr. J. referred to the select 
committee on tobacco. 

Also, certain depositions in relation to the New 
Jersey election. 
elections. 

Also, a message from the president of the United 
States, enclosing a copy of a convention for the 
/adjustment of claims of citizens of the U. States on 
the government of the Mexican republic. Refer- 
red to the committee on foreign affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Sundry senate bills on the speaker’s table were, 
by general consent, put on their first and second 
reading, and appropriately referred. . 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson, of Md. asked Mr. Johnson, 
of Va. if he would yield the floor to him a moment, 
that he might ask the house to have a bill printed 
for their information and examination, which he in- 
‘tended to move asa substitute to the sub-treasury 
bill whenever it should be called up by the chair- 
man of the committee of ways and means; which 
request was agreed to, and the house ordered it to 
ibe printed. Itis as follows: 
| A bill to prevent defalcations in the revenue of the U. 

States, and to ensure its safe-keeping. 
Be it enacted, §&c. That, after the day of ‘ 
‘it shall be the duty of all persons having money to 











|pay into the treasury of the United States; except- 
‘ing the money arising out of the post office depart- 
ment, to pay the same intoa deposite bank, selected 
by the congress of the United States, and to have 
lit placed there to the credit of the treasurer of the 
United States; and no payment made in any other 
mode shall be valid in favor of the person making 
the same, or entitle him to a credit or acquittance 
on the part of the government, or to any of the 
rights and immunities arising from payments made 
‘inio the treasury, or save him from any forfeitures 
or penalties which may be imposed by law for fail- 
ing to pay money into the treasury. 
| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
itary of the treasury shall bave the power to transfer 
| the public money from one bank to another, to suit 
the convenience of disbursements, and for no other 
purpose whatever. 

Sec. 3. And be il further enacted, That all bonds 
‘given for duties payable to the United States, shall 
‘be deposited for safe-keeping in some deposite 
‘bank, and shall be made payable oniy at such depo- 
'sitory; and the amount of such bonds, as soon as 
| paid, shall be placed to the credit of the treasurer 
lof the United States in said depository. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in all ca- 
'ses of payments thus made into the treasury of the 
| United States, it shall be the duty of the collector 
or receiver, or other persons heretofore entitled to 
|receive the same,to grant a receipt to the person 
| making the payment upon the production of the cer- 
'tificate of deposite of the bank receiving the same. 
| Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, in all ca- 
ses when it may be necessary to advance money to 
| collectors to pay off debentures or the necessary ex- 





Referred to the committee of 








sete 
~~ 


penses attending the collection of the revenue, and 
in all other cases where money may be advanced to 
receivers, marshals and all disbursing agents of 
every description, it shall be the duty of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, in his warrant upon the trea- 
sur@r, to direct that the money be placed upon the 
books of the deposite bank upon which the treasu- 
rer’s dialt is issued, to the credit of the aforesaid 
persons in whose favor money may he advanced; 
which entry upon the bank book shall express the 
purpose for which the money is thus advanced and 
placed to their credit; and in all cases where checks 
are drawn by any one of the aforesaid persons as 
distributing agents, upon the fund thus placed to 
their credit in bank, the check shall express upon 
its face the purpose for which it is drawn; and it 
shajl be the duty of the bank to retain and preserve 
the check after itis paid and cancelled, and_trans- 
mit it, atthe end of the week, to the first auditor 
ofthe treasury, with the bank account of the dis- 
bursing agent. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all the 
drafts of the treasurer of the United States, made 
in pursuance of warrants of the secretary of the 
treasury, shall, before they are issued, be recorded 
and countersigned by the register of the treasury, to 
see that they correspond; and no deposite bank 
shall pay out the public money upon any other or- 
der than the draft of the treasurer of the United 
States thus countersigned by the register of the 
treasury. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury to issue 
the necessary instructions to carry into full effect 
the foregoing provisions. 

The speaker announced the unfinished business 
of the morning hour to be the report of the commit- 
tee on accounts in relation to the existing contracts 
for stationery, &c.; the reeommitment of which Mr. 
Petrikin had heretofore moved, with the following 
instructions: to inquire— 

“1. Whether the prices paid by the clerk of this 
house for stationery are reasonable prices, when com- 
pared with what stationery can be purchased for from 
other persons, of like quality. 

‘2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior kind, 
when compared with the stationery purchased for this 
house at the last two sessions of congress. 

3. Whether any allowance was asked by the clerk, 
either in writing or verbally, for the difference in ex- 
change between Philadelphia and New York; and if 
any, how much. 

“4. Whetherany payment has been made by the 
clerk to the contractor, in advance,on his contract, or 
the auditing of his account by the committee.” 

For which instructions Mr. Johnston, of N. York, 
heretofore offered the following substitute: 

“That the resolution which passed this house on the 
4th day of March last, upon the subject of stationery, 
and the reports thereon, and the other matters therein 
contained, be committed to a select committee, with 
a instructions to inquire and report to the 
10use; 

1. ““Whether the prices paid by the clerk of this house 
for stationery are reasonable, when compared with 
prices for which stationery of the same quality could 
have been purchased of other persons than those of 
whom he purchased. 

“2. Whether the stationery is not of an inferior qua- 
lity, when compared with the stationery furnished this 
house at the last two sessions of congress. 

3. In what mode or manner the clerk has advanced 
or paid money to said Langtree in relation to said sta- 
tionery, the amounts paid. and the different times when 
paid; and that said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers.” 

The debate of yesterday was continued by Messrs, 
Johnson, of Va. Johnston, of N.Y. (in explanation), 
Petrikin and Wise. 

Mr. W. had not entirely concluded his remarks, 
when, the hour of one having arrived, the house 
passed to the special order of the day. 

The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state or the union, (Mr. Casey, of II- 
linois, in the chair), and resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government for the year 
1840. 

Mr. Ogle (who held the floor from yesterday), 
continued his remarks till near 4 o’clock, when he 
was succeeded by Mr. Lincoln, of Massachusetts, 
who did not at all agree with him in his views of 
the expenditures in and about the presidential man- 
sion, all which he considered fit and becoming the 
abode of one who presided, by their own free 
choice, over fifteen millions of freemen. He whol- 
ly exculpated the present executive from all partici- 
pation in obtaining the expenditures, and stated 
that there were still apartments in the house, parti- 
cularly the president’s ante-room, which were dis- 
gracefully destitute of furniture. He then went 
into a course of strictures on the expenditures upon 
the public buildings, showing how enormously their 
cost had already exceeded the original estimates of 
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the architect, and complaining that larger sums had 
not been asked for by the secretary of the treasury, 
who well knew the works could not proceed with- 
out them. Mr. L. continued to address the com- 
mittee till past 6 o’clock, when, having concluded, 
he was succeeded by Mr. Petrilin, who moved for 
the rising of the committee. The motion prevail- 
ed, the committee rose, and then the house ad- 
journed. : 

Friday, April 17. Mr. Burke, of New Hampshire, 
asked leave to present a memorial of Hugh A. Gar- 
land, the clerk of the house, requesting the appoint- 
ment of aselect committee, with powers to enter 
into the fullest examination of all transactions be- 
tween himself and Mr. Langtree on the subject 
of contracts for stationery, lithography, &e.; and 
thereupon Mr. B. also wished to offer a resolution 
corresponding with the prayer of the memorial. 

The memorial was read for the information of the 
house, in reference to a vote of leave. 

The resolutions and instriretions heretofore offer- 
ed by Mr. C. Johnston, of New York, in reference 
to the same subject, were also read. 

Mr. Wise, afier some remarks commendatory 
of the course of the clerk in demanding a full inves- 


tigation, and after a protest against the doctrine of 


the majority of the committee on accounts that no in- 
vestigation should be had till specific charges were 
adduced against the clerk, proposed to modify Mr. 
Johnston’s resolutions and instructions, so as to make 
them more fuil and complete. 

A question of order was now raised as to the of- 
fering of any resolution until the memorial had been 
regularly received. 

Mr. James Garland, of Virginia, moved to sus- 
pend the rules, that the memorial might be received, 
and demanded the yeas and nays; which, being or- 
dered, resulted as follows: yeas 132, nays 18. So 
the rules were suspended. 

The memorial of the clerk was now received, 
and Mr. Burke offered his resolution for its reference 
to a select committee, with power to send for 
persons and papers. } 

Mr. Petrikin raised a question of order as to this 
resolution being now regularly before the house. 

The chair ruling that it was in order, Mr. Petri- 
kin took an appeal. When, after some desultory 
discussion, Mr. J. Garland asked Mr. Burke to ac- 
cept the resolution offered by Mr. Wise as a modi- 
fication of his own, to which Mr. B. assented. 

Mr. Leet addressed the house at some length, 
commending the spirit manifested by the clerk of 
the house, and the honorable and open course he 
had pursued, and concluded by moving the previous 
question on the appeal. 

Mr. Petrikin at length withdrew the appeal, and 
moved the previous question on the resolution as 
modified. 

The motion for the previous question was second- 
ed, put and carried. And the main question being 
on the adoption of the resolution, it was agreed to 
without a count. 

The chair laid before the house sundry communi- 
cations, among which were a plan from the war 
departinent for the defence of the frontiers, a copy 
of the treaty with Mexico, testimony in the New 
Jersey election, and nuinerous senate bills, chiefly 
of a private character; all which were appropriately 
relerred. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson offered a resolution (which 
lies over) setting apart the 13:h and 14th of May next 
for the consideration of business relating to the 
District of Columbia. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Jones, chair- 
man of the committee of ways and means, went 


again into committee of the whole on the state of 


the union, (Mr. Cusey, of Illinois, in the chair), and 
resummed the consideration of the general appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. Petrikin had the floor, and, after some pretty 


caustic remarks in reply to a part of the speech of 


Mr. Ogle, which referred more particularly to him- 
self, he went into a discussion on the subject of the 
expenditures on the public buildings, insisting that 
though the extravagance was undeniably great, 
neither the president nor his cabinet was responsible 
for it, but congress and the architect, whoin he ac- 
cused either of dishonesty or incomnpetency. Mr. 
P. having concluded a speech of considerable length, 
Mr. Keim, of Pennsylvania, was about replying to 
so much of Mr. Ogle’s speech as bad reference to 
“Old Berks; when Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, 
informed him that Mr. Ogle lad teil the house from 
indisposition; upon which, Mr. Keim said he should 
defer his reply till that gentleman was in his seat. 
He would only now say that the charge of federal- 
ism either against that county or hiinself as its re- 
presentative could not be sustained before honora- 
ble men. 

Mr. Cooper said Mr. Ogle had not charged Mr. 


K. with having been a federalist, but had merely 








said that anti-bank democratic Berks was represent- 
ed by his honorable colleague, who was the presi- 
dent of a bank. 

‘The debate was continued at great length by 
Messrs. Reynolds, Steenrod, (and Wise in explana- 
tion). 

Mr. Steenrod having concluded, Mr Weller ob- 
tained the floor, and expressed his desire to make 
some remarks; but, complying with the request of 
several gentlemen, and the hour growing late, he 
moved that the committee rise. 

On the request of Mr. Slaniy, Mr. W. withdrew 
the motion, to enable that gentleman to make some 
explanations, in reply to Mr. Petrilin, on some mat. 
ters relating to the expenditures on the public build- 
ings. 

The question being taken on the motion that the 
committee rise, there appeared—ayes 34, noes 43; 
no quorum voting. 

‘Lhe chairman thereupon rose, and reported that 
fact to the house. 

Mr. Vanderpoel said that every day, about four 
o’clock, the house foud itself without a quorum, and 
it would be impossible to pass the appropriation 
bills. He moved a call of tbe house, and asked the 
yeas and nays on the motion. 

Mr. Wise suggested to Mr. V. not to commence 
this severe operation this evening; but that the 
house, by general consent, should agree to meet at 
eleven o’clock to-morrow. 

[Cries of ‘no, no,” in all parts of the hall.] 

Mr. Crary moved that the house adjourn; (it be- 
ing now ten minutes to five). 

Mr. Andrews, alluding to the practice of some 
gentiemen to.go home to dinner, and then come 
back to protract the sessions of the house, asked 
the yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were yeas: 31, 
nays 64. So the house refused to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the motion that 
there be acull of the house, the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 48, nays 56. 
So the call was not ordered. 

And then, on motion of Mr, Wise, the house ad- 
journed. 

Salurday, April 18. On motion of Mr. J. Garland, 
the select committee, appointed yesterday in rela- 
tion to the contracts for stationery was ordered to 
consist of five members, (the number having been 
accidentally omitted in the resolution). And the 
journal was amended accordingly. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. 
Briggs, {rom the committee on public expenditures, 
proposing to abolish the said committee on account 
of its duties having been assigned lo other com- 
inittees. 

Mr. Hall,of Vermont, who was entitled to the 
floor, (and who is a member of the said commit- 
tee), addressed the house in support of the resolu- 
tion, and in reply to some of the opposing argu- 
ments of Messrs. Cushing and Wise. Mr. H.in- 
sisted that he had heard nothing calculated to 
change the opinion which he entertained in com- 
inittee when he concurred originally in the resolu- 
tion—namely, that the rule constituting this com- 











Some discussion followed, which resulted in 
leave to Mr. Wellerto proceed. Mr. W. proceed- 
ed afew minutes longer, when a parley was entered 
upon, the object of which was to get the consent 
of the house, if possible, that the bill should be 
disposed of to-day; but it ended, as such proposi- 
tious usually do, without an agreement. And Mr. 
W. proceeded in his remarks, and, having conclud- 
ed them, was succeeded by Mr. Brown, of Missis- 
sippi, who spoke with great animation, chiefly on 
the subject of banks, opposing that of the United 
States, and advocating the sub-treasury scheme; 
and inthe course of his remarks, he pronounced a 
very lofty eulogium on the character of Mr. Cal- 
houn. 


Mr. Jenifer inquired whether a certain extract 
which he read from the report of a speech inade by 
Mr. Brown while canvassing before the people in 
Mississippi, was correct; in which he was said to 
have declared that, if Mr. Van Buren should to- 
morrow resolve to adandon the sub-treasury scheme, 
Mr. B. would no longer advocate il? and, also, 
whether Mr. B. had not been the advocate of that 
system—the issue of post notes—the practical re- 
sult of which bad almostruined Mississippi? 

Mr. Brown explained: admitted that he had used the 
words iinputed to him, but said that the report was 
garbled, and omitted other parts of his speech which 
would puta dilferent aspect on the declaration. He 
had only meant that as he was the very huimblest 
inember of bis party, if those who were its promi- 
nent leaders concluded toabandon the sub-treasury, 
it would not be for bim to assume on his feeble 
shoulders such a weight as that of so great and im- 
portant a measure: and he should, therefore, cease 
to advocate it before the people. 

As to voting in favor of the issue of post notes 
when first proposed by the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, he had been in favor of it: but as lately prae- 
tised by the banks in Mississippi, be had been the 
leader of those who opposed the measure. 

Mr. J. quoting to hima vote as said to be record- 
ed in the journals of the state Jegislature, in favor 
of a bill authorising the issue of such notes, he 


| positively contradicted it, and said he had never 





inittee had become a dead letter, and that it ought | 


to be abolished. Mr. H. had not concluded wien, 


the hour of one having arrived, the speaker an- | hag been put with bim upon that committee should 


nounced the special order of the day. 

On leave given, Mr. Biddle, from the committee 
of ways and means, reported a bill in relation to 
the Red river ralt; which was referred to the comm- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

The speaker announced the select committee in 
relation to stationary contracts to consist of the 
following gentlemen: Messrs. Burke, of N. Hamp- 
shire; Briggs, of Massachusetts; Leet, of Pennsyl- 
vania; Wise, of Virginia; Dawson, of Georgia. 

The speaker laid before the house certain depo- 
sitions in relation to the New Jersey election; 
which were referred to the committee of elections. 

On leave given, Mr. Black presented a memorial 
from citizens of Savannah, in relation to the con- 
struction of a custom house at that place; referred 
to the committee on commerce, 


The house again resolved itself into committee | 


of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr, Casey, 
of Illinois, in the chair), and resumed the conside- 
ration of the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the government 
for the year 1840. 

Mr. Weller, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded to address the committee in relation to the 
benefits and blessings of the sub-treasury. 

Mr. Everett raised the point of order, whether 
a discussion on the sub-treasury was in order. 

The chairman said he was compelled to decide, 
although great latitude of debate had been allowed, 
that the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Weller) was 
not in order. 


| 








'given any such vote. 


% On motion of Mr. Everett, of Vermont, the 


cominittee rose, and thereupon the house adjourned, 

Monday, April 20. Mr. Wise asked leave to be 
excused from serving upon the committee on the 
subject of contracts for stationery for the use of 
the house, and, to the great regret of his friends, 
stated, as an argument in support of the request, 
that he had been forbidden by his physicians to en- 
ter into the debates of the hall. He said he had a 
disease of the throat which would compel him to 
be alinost entirely silent during the residue of the 
session; besides which, he expected to be absent 
very soon. The question being put, Mr. Wise 
was excused, 

Mr. Dawson, stating that he was already a mem- 
ber of two of the standing committees of the house, 
made a similar request to that of Mr. Wise. The 
chair said that there was arule of the house which 
inade it tinperative upon Lim to excuse any gentle- 
man so Siiualed from serving on a third committee, 
if he requested it. Mr. Dawson was excused, 

Mr. Leet said that, if the other geutleinen who 


| begin this course, he shouid feel bound to do the 


save, He did not, however, press the request. 

Mr. Cross, of Arkansas, offered a resolution pro- 
posing that members charged with petitions might 
band them in to the clerk’s table, endorsing there- 
on their own name and the name of the committee 
to which they desired the petitions should be re- 
ferred; provided that the rule which excludes from 
reception memorials of a certain description be 
fully complied with. Mr, Wise advocated the re- 
solution as going to save time. Mr, Lewis Wil- 
lias opposed it as wholly irregular and inexpe- 
dient. Mr. Cross referred to precedents where a 
similar rule had been adopted at former congresses, 
The chair also had a precedent read. Mr. Smith, 
of Maine, referred to another. Mr. Cross moved 
to suspend the rules that the resolution might be 
received. On which motion Mr. Beaity, of Penn, 
demanded the yeas ana nays. ‘The question being 
put, the yeas were 93, the nays 42. So the rules 
were suspended. 

Several gentlemen inquired of the chair, if the 
rule should be adopted, who was to decide whether 
a memorial did or did not come within the prohibi- 
tion laid down by the house? 

‘The chair replied that that would be the duty of 
the clerk. 

Mr. 4dums said he desired to move an amend- 
ment to the resolution. 

Mr. Morgan moved to reconsider the vote by 


/ which the rules had been suspended. On which 
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motion the ayes were 51, the noes 66. No quorum 
having voted, the question was again put, when 
the motion to reconsider was negatived: ayes 52, 
noes 72. The question then recurring on the reso- 
lution, Mr. Banks moved the previous question. 

Mr. Adams claimed the floor to offer his amend- 
ment, observirg that the resolution worked a very 
important change in the rules of the house, espe- 
cially by empowering each member to decide, 
instead of the house, to what committee a memo- 
rial should be referred. 

Mr. Banks insisted on his motion; when Mr. 
Lewis Williams moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, which was carried by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: yeas 96, nays 84. So the resolution was laid 
upon the table. 

The morning hour having expired: The house 
went again into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), 
and resuined the consideration of the general appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. Everett addressed the committee for a consi- 
derable time upon the bill, adverting to the change 
in the practice of the house as to the general de- 
bate on the affairs of the union, which used always 
to take place on a reference of the president’s 
message, but was now irregularly indulged on 
other bills. He laid the blame of the discursive 
character of the debate on the administration side 
of the house, which had first begun it, but consi- 
dered the debate, though not strictly regular, very 
valuable and important. He then went into the 
merits of the bill, and instituted a comparison of 
the expenditures of the government in different 
years, 

Mr. Keim then obtained the floor, and went into 
a speech,in the course of which he replied to the 
remarks made on a previous day by Mr. Ogle. 
When he concluded— 

The chairman gave the floor to Mr. Everett, to 
enable him to present certain additional items in 
the comparison of expenditures. After which 

Mr. Ogle appealed to Mr. Parmenter to yield the 
floor to him, to enable him to reply to Mr. Kein. 

Mr. Parmenter was willing, he said, to yield the 
floor, if he could be assured that the gentleman 
would confine his remarks to a personal explana- 
tion, and not enter into any extended reply to the 
argument of Mr. Keim. 

Mr. Oxle said his reply would cover the ground 
of the attack, but that he should not go beyond it. 

Mr. Parmenter (atter some conversation) declin- 
ed to yield, and addressed the committee in reply 
to Mr. Everett and other gentlemen, and with a 
view to show the identity of the present whig party 
with the Hartford convention federalists. 

Mr. Saltonstall obtained the floor in reply; when 
Mr. Andrews, remarking that he had been here 
since 10 o’clock this morning, attending either in 
committee room or onthe house, moved that the 
committee rise. 

On which motion no quorum voted. 

And the committee rose, and their chairman re- 
ported the fact to the house. in 

And then, at something after half past 5 o’clock, 
the house adjourned. 

Twesday, April 21. Mr. Cushing and Mr. Wise, 
by general consent, made some explanations and 
corrections in relation to some remarks heretofore 
delivered by Mr. Hall, of Vermont, on the subject 
of the abolishment of the committee on public ex- 
penditures, as heretofore published in the “Globe.” 

he speaker then announced the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning honr to be the resolution here- 
tofore reported by Mr. Briggs from the committee 
on public expenditures, proposing to abolish the 
said committee on account of its duties having been 
assigned to other committees. 

Mr. Hall. of Vermont, resumed and coneluded his 
remarks in favor of the resolution, and in answer to 
the arguments heretofore made in opposition by 
Messrs. Cushing and Wise. ; 

Mr. Leet then took the floor with a view, he said, 
to enter bis protest against the adoption of the reso- 
Jution, and to assign his reasons therefor. Mr. L. 
had proceeded only some eight or ten minutes, when, 
the hour of one having arrived— 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, called for the special order 

‘the day. 

7 By seal consent, a number of senate bills on 
the speaker’s table were read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the appropriate committees. 

By consent, Mr. Hillen presented a memorial, 
which was referred to the committee on commerce. 

The house again resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Casey, of 
Illinois, in the chair), on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 

overnment for the year 1840. 
r Mr. Saltonstall, cies was entitled to the floor, 
proceeded to address the committee tn reply tore 


marks made yesterday by his colleague, (Mr. Par- 
menter). Inthe course of his remarks, and amongst 
other things, Mr. 8. commented on an article which 
appeared in the “Globe” of last evening, headed 
‘‘federal tricks ;”’ and yielded the floor to Mr. Wise 
to make certain explanations as to the subject-matter 
of which that article treated. During these expla- 
nations, Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, wag also two or 
three times on the floor in reply to Mr. Wise. 

Mr. Saltonstall, perceiving that the explanations, 
interrogatories, and answers growing out of this 
matter were likely to be extended to some consider- 
able length, had risen to claim the floor— 

When, suddenly on the extreme left of the chair, 
and almost in the corner, Messrs. Garland, of Loui- 
siana, and Bynum, of North Carolina, were perceiv- 
ed to be in close and very violent personal conflict, 
clinching each other, and interchanging blows. 

A general rush was made to the spot from all 
parts of the hall; amidst which were heard loud and 
repeated cails for the speaker. Mr. Banks, of Vir- 
ginia, and others succeeded in interposing between 
and separating Messrs. Garland and Bynum; the 
committee rose informally and in violent confusion, 
and the speaker resuined the chair. 

All this occurred in much less time than is re- 
quired for the narration; and ina few moments, 
something like order having been restored— 

Mr. Wise moved that the two gentlemen (Messrs. 
Garland and Bynum) be taken into custody by the 
sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr. Morgan inquired who was entitled to the 
floor? 

The speaker said he had taken the chair without 
the committee having risen, for the purpose of bring- 
ing the house to order. Hearing no motion made, 
and the house refusing, as it seemed, to take any 
order, he would again give place to the chairman of 
the whole. 

[The motion of Mr. Wise was distinctly heard by 
the reporter just at the angle, but probably did not 
reach the ear of the speaker, owing to the noise.) 

Mr. Dromgoole suid he was not for permitting the 
chairman to resume his seat, without expressing the 
hope that the members of the house would now 
anite with him in enforcing order. He (Mr. D.) 
knew nothing of the commencement of this difficul- 
ty, or of the language which passed between the par- 
ties: nor did he intend to impute faulttoany one. He 
felt, therefore, perfectly disinterested in calling upon 
the members of the house to unite with him in sup- 
pressing these disorders. It was due to ourselves 
—it was due tothe character of the country. When 
a disorder of this kind occurred, it was the duty of 
the house, before proceeding to other business, to 
take measures to prevent its recurrence. 

Mr. Briggs (who speaks, unfortunately, from a 
position where it is impossible to hear more than 
one half of what be says) was understood to say 
that he hoped the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Dromgoole) would not conclude without submitting 
a motion. 

Mr. Wise rose to ask the chair to inform the house 
what was the parliamentary course in such imat- 
ters? 

The speaker was understood to say it would be 
parliamentary to raise a eommittee for the purpose 
of investigating the facts. It had also been the 
practice to put a specific motion to the house itself. 
Heretofore the house had not gone further than to 
entertain a motion submitted to itself, and not to 
send the matter to acommittee of inquiry. 

Mr. Underwood said he had been here some years, 
and that the scenes which he witnessed during the 
present session were very different from those he 
had been accustomed tu see some years ago. He 
regretted that such scenes should have occurred ; 
they had had an effect on his feelings which he 
would not attemptto describe ; and he must be per- 
mitted to make this remark, that, unless some steps 
were taken for the purpose of producing a change 
in the manner of condneting business here, this body 
might as well be dissolved, and its members return 
to their homes. The interests of the nation required 
it; it was indispensably necessary ; something must 
be done; and, unless a change could be effected, the 
dissolution of the body was inevitable. The nation 
would not longer tolerate such scenes; the govern- 
ment could not command the respect of the people. 
As the speaker had intimated that it was parliamen- 
tary toraise a committee to investigate the facts, he 
would submit a motion accordingly. 

Mr. U. then submitted a resolution providing for 
the appointment of a committee offive. This reso- 
lution was subsequently modified, and, as adopted, 
will be found below. 

Mr. Briggs hoped there would be a unanimous 
concurrence in this proposition. 

Mr. Connor concurred, he said, in the propriety 
of the investigation ; and whoever might be in fault, 
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choly change had taken piace within a few years in 
the character and feelings of this house. It had 
been obvious, for some time past, to all the members 
of the house, as well as to visiters and strangers in 
this city, that something was requisite to be ag to 
sustain the order and dignity of this body. Those 
who had been members of it formerly, wel remem- 
bered what its character was in times gone by; and at 
least half of the gentlemen who were now members 
knew how sad a change had taken place in the 
course of a few years. He believed he might ap- 
peal to the speaker, who had, within no distant 
time, witnessed scenes not precisely such as had 
taken place to-day, but of a character approaching 
toit. Those cases had been erushed—the pride of 
the house had been appealed to—gentlemen had 
interposed for its credit—and, as he had said, the 
cases had been crushed. But now it had come to 
this (and he meant nothing personal to any one) 
that the most disrespectful language was used, not 
only in under-currents, but in the house; indeed, 
he might safely venture to say that he had heard as 
much of vulgarity and abuse as he had ever heard 
upon court greens, or at the tails of a muster in the 
district he represented. Order, morality, peace— 
all require that some steps should be taken; and if 
there were a majority of the friends of order in this 
house, let them now unite with him in putting down 
this fell spirit, calculated as it was—and he spoke 
it with shame—to ruin the character of this house, 
and to bring the country into disrespect and obloquy. 
And might he not, in this connexion, call the at- 
tention of gentlemen to the character of the proceed- 
ings of the house for the last ten or fifteen days ?— 
What had they been but a successive arraignment 
on the one side, and defence on the other, of the 
high offices of the government, who had been de- 
nounced as scoundrels, and every thing else that 
was had? Such might be the fact—he was not here 
to vindicate those officers. He stood there as the 
friend of order. 


Mr. C. then alluded to the several cases of breach 
of privilege which had occurred in former years, 
and concluded by saying that he insisted upon it, 
as had been well said by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Underwood), that, if a stop was not 
put to such proceedings, they had better adjourn 
and go home to their constituents, and tell them 
that they could not do the business of the coun- 
try—that party (or a worse) spirit had seized upon 
the representatives of the people—which amounted 
to a denial of the transaction of their business, and 
to anentire banishment of law or order in the house. 

Mr. Bunks, of Virginia, confessed he rose under 
the influence of feelings which probably he had 
never before experienced. He had been raised in 
that school which taught him to look upon order 
and decorum as essential to the dignity of those 
who sent them there. He had witnessed with pain 
and mortification the course of proceeding here.— 
He had seen with pain the arraignment of the 
officers of the government at the bar of this house 
—he had seen with pain private character rip- 
ped up here and exposed to public gaze. The 
ebullitions of feeling which had been manifested 
here, and which protracted this session to the pre- 
sent period without any business for the people 
having been transacted, should now be arrested, 
and a course should be pursued which would put 
anend tosuch scenes. He hoped no member would 
object to the proposed inquiry.—He had happen- 
ed unfortunately to be near the combatants, and 
he had interposed his feeble aid to arrest them.— 
He would say nothing now which would give 
rise to debate, although he had heard the remarks 
on both sides before the parties came in colli- 
sion. He had risen merely for the purpose of 
appealing to all parties to maintain the dignity and 
decorum of this body; it was a duty which they 
owed, if not to themselves, to the people of the 
United States. He trusted that, without further 
debate, the house would act, and that a committee 
would be raised to ascertain and report on the fact 
who was at fault in bringing about this most dis- 
graceful scene ; and he pledged himself that, where- 
ver the blame might fall, he, for one, was prepared 
to take that course which would sustain the digni- 
ty of the house, and the character of the American 
people. 


Mr. Underwood then presented his resolution, 
modified so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to 
investigate the facts relative to the disorder and per- 
sonal violence which has just taken place between two 
of its members, to wil: Rice Garland and Jesse A. By- 
num, and that said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and that said committee report 
with all practicable despatch the facts of the case. 

Mr. Briggs (who could scarcely be heard) was 
understood to say that the proceedings of the house 
had reached a point now at which a pause must be 
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made. This discourteons language, this personal 
abuse, this vulgarity of expression, which, as the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Connor) had 
intimated, could not be surpassed at the corners of 
the highways, had led to an act of personal violence 
in the face of the house and the country. He knew 
that members of the house, on both sides, had felt 
recently the state of degradation which it had at- 
tained, and that they were desirous to arrest the 
evil. But they had paused too long. He called 
on the members of the house of all parties now to 
unite, mind to mind and shoulder to shoulder, to 
raise the prostrate dignity of the house from the 
depths into which it had fallen—to that proud po- 
sition which it once held. 1t could be done—it 
must be done—or, as the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Underwood) had observed, they must cease 
to be a house of representatives. Decorum, order 
of debate, personal civility, (at least), must attend 
their proceedings, or they could not much longer 
exist as a house. Of the affair itself he knew no- 
thing, and would know nothing until it should 
have been fairly investigated; when he would do 
his duty, let the consequences fall where they 
might. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, was understood to 
say that, as a young man and a new member, hie 
had sat here froin day to day, and felt humbled at 
the course of the proceedings of the house. He 
agreed with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Briggs), that a pause ought now to be made. 
But believing that, at the present stage of the mat- 
ter, debate miglit be in the way of proper investi- 
gation, he had risen simply for the purpose of ex- 
pressing the hope that the house would concur with 
him in opinion, and that there should be no further 
discussion at present. 

{Here cries were heard from all sides of ‘‘move 
the previous question.”’} 

Mr. Andrews said that, as such seemed to be the 
sense of the house, he would move the previous 
question, ; 

And there was a second. And the main ques- 
tion (being on the adoption of the resolution) was 
ordered to be now taken, and, being taken— 

The resolution was unauimously adopted. 

The speaket announced the committee to consist 
of the jollowing gentlemen: Messrs. Underwood, 
of Kentucky; Butler, of Kentucky; Briggs, of Mas- 
sachusetts; Clifford, of Maine; and Cooper of 
Georgia. And, on motion of Mr. Wise, the said 
comuiitee had liberty to sit during the session of 
the house. 

The house then went again into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, Mr. Casey, of 
Illinois, in the chair), and resumed the considera- 
tion of the general appropriation bill, When Mr. 
Salionstall, resumed and concluded his speech. 

Mr. Stuart, of Illinois, addressed the house on 
the bill in a speech which he said was intended as 
a reply to that of his colleague (Mr. Reynolds) on 
a former day: as the latter bad been obviousty in- 
tended for the meridian of Illinois, and was design- 
ed to exculpate the presideut and his friends from 
the charge of having opposed the appropriation for 
the Cuinberland road: the present speech was di- 
rected to the purpose of fixing on them the respon- 
sibility of that opposition, from the known opinions 
and former votes of Mr. Van Buren in opposition 
to the road; from his omission to send any estimates 
for it among those which he considered, according 
to his inessage, as required by the exigencies of 
the country, and from the fact that the house, con- 
sisting of a majority of his friends, had voted down 
the amendment containing a provision for the road, 

Mr. Jameson, of Missouri, obtained the floor— 
When Mr. Morgan, of New York, moved that the 
committee rise: the vote being taken, the ayes 
were 55, the noes 65. 

No quoruin having voted, Mr. Jones demanded 
tellers; when the ayes proved to be 69, the noes 57. 
So the motion prevailed, and the committee there- 
upon rose. 

It was now near 6 o’clock: and Mr. Davies, of 
Pennsylvania, moved an adjournment, 

Mr. Chapman, of Alabama, demanded the yeas 
and nays, which, being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 55, nays 87. So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved to go again into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union: on which 
motion Mr. Andrews demanded the yeas and nays 
which were ordered: when Mr. A. withdrew his 
call. And the vote stood ayes 75, noes 48. So 
the motion prevailed, and the house returned to 
committee, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, again in the 
chair). 

Mr. Jameson, of Missouri, then went into aspeechi 
at large, in which he discussed the merits of gene- 
rai Harrison as a candidate for the presidency, 
arguing to show that he was an abolitionist; that 


battle, and that the credit of that was due to colo- 
nel Johnson; that he concealed his sentiments from 
the people, and put his conscience in the keeping 
of a committee, &c. 

Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, wished to amend the 
bill. The chair inquired whether his amendment 
was to the section now before the committee? Mr. 
D. replied that it was not, but wished it read for 
information. It was read accordingly: and after 
proposing to strike out several items in the bill, it 
went on to attach to the end a section curtailing all 
salaries by a pro rata reduction—imade conditional 
on the passage of the sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Davis had commenced a speech on the bill, 
and proceeded a short time, when he yielded the 
floor, for the purpose of a personal explanation, to 
Mr. Ogle, of Pennsylvania, who, adverting to the 
remarks of his colleague (Mr. Keim) the other day, 
intimated his inte::tion to notice them shortly; but 
first wished to add a fewitems to the former list 


given by him of lavish expenditures for the furni- 


ture anc accommodations of the president’s mansion. 

Mr. Ogle read some of these, when Mr. Smith, of 
Maine, made a question of order as to his right to 
proceed; was this a personal explanation? Mr. 
Ogle contended that it was, inasmuch as his col- 
league (Mr. Keim) had made a question of vera- 
city with him, and he wished now to subsiantiate 
what he had said. The president had expended 
upwards of $1,900 in articles of the kind he had 
cited, and without the shadow of law. He pro- 
ceeded some time longer, when Mr. Chapman and 
Mr. Smith pressed the point of order, ana asked 
the chair to decide whether these remarks were a 
personal explanation; and, if not, inquired whether 
Mr. Davis, who had yielded the floor for a personal 
explanation only, would be entitled to resuine it 
when the gentleman should take his seat? The 
chair decided in the negative. After a cesultory 
conversation, in which Messrs. Dromgoole, Smith, 
Cooper, of Pennsylvania, Leet and Ogle took part— 
Mr. Ogie said he would not insist on proceeding at 
present, but reserve his broadside for a future oc- 
casion. Mr. Rariden moved that the committee 
rise. It was now very near ten o’clock. ‘Tellers 
were demanded; the ayes were 44, the noes 74. 

No quorum having voted, the committee rose, 
and reported that fact to the house. Mr. Cooper, 
of Pennsylvania, moved to adjourn. The yeas and 
nays were demanded; and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: yeas 50, nays 80. So the house refused to 
adjourn. Mr. Ogle now rose to explain. He had 
been in error in saying that the expenditure of 
$1,900 had been without law; his attention had 
since been called to the appropriation of an addi- 
tional sum of $20,000, not noticed in his former 
list; this made the amount of appropriation for the 
furniture, &c. of the president’s house $68,000, in- 
stead of $418,000, as he had before stated it to be. 
This only nade matters worse, ratber than better. 

Mr. Duvis, of Kentucky, then resumed the floor, 
and spoke with great animation for some time, 
when he yielded for a motion to rise. 

Mr. Chapman moved that the committee rise; it 
rose accordingly. 

And then the house, at half past ten o’clock, ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday, April 22. The house resumed the 
consideration of the resolution heretofore moved 
by Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, chairman of the 


committee from the subject, &c. 

Mr. Leet, of Pennsylvania, resumed and conclud- 
ed his remarks in opposition to the resolution. 

Mr. Adams had risen; when Mr. Morris, of Penn- 


wished him to withdraw the motion, to allow him 


same side of the question. 
Mr. A. would proinise to renew the motion when 
he should have concluded his remarks, he would do 
so; otherwise, not. Mr. Adams expressed reluc- 
tance to make the promise; and Mr. Morris insisted 
on his motion. 

The question on seconding the call for the pre- 


62. No quorum voting. The chair observed that 
there was certainly a quorum present in the house. 
Mr. Adams said, as aquorum was present, and a 
plurality had voted against seconding the call, he 
took it for graated he might proceed. He then 
went into a series of remarks in opposition to the 
resolution, and in favor of continuing the appoint- 
ment of the committee on public expenditures, and 
requiring them, at least, to go into a thorough ex- 
amination of the annual report of receipts and ex- 
penditures of the union: if they had always done 
this, it would have saved millions to the govern- 
ment, and, if done now, it might still have that 
effect to a great extent. Before Mr. A. bad con- 





he never had gained a victory; bad been but in one | 


cluded, the morning hour expired, and the sub. 





ject lies over till to-morrow; Mr. A. having the 
oor. 

The speaker, by consent, laid before the house 
additional testimony in the New Jersey case, which 
was referred to the committee of elections. 

He also laid before the house sundry bills froin 
the senate, which were read and referred. Among 
them was one on the subject of pre-emption to 
settlers on the public Jands, wuich, Mr. While, of 
Kentucky, moved to refer to the committee on pub- 
lic lands, with instructions to engraft on the bill a 
clause providing for the graduation of the price of 
the public lands, and also for distributing the pro- 
ceeds of the sales arnong the several states accord- 
ing to the ratio of representation. He made some 
remarks in favor of this motion, stating his belief 
that the committee could digest a plan which would 
meet the general assent; promising that there should 
be no delay, but that, by Saturday next, the coim- 
mittee would return the bill to the house—disclaim- 
ing all opposition to the principle: of pre-emption, 
for which he had, in former sessions, repeatedly 
voted. 

Mr. Chinn wished him to yield the floor, that he 
might address some inquiry to the chair. Mr. Pe- 
frikin had risen meanwhile, and now claimed the 
floor. There was some little confusion, and the 
motion of Mr. Waite was laid over. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Jones, went 
once more into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), 
and resumed the consideration of the general appro- 
priation bill. Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, was enti- 
tled to the floor, and resumed the course of his re- 
marks on the bill, and especially on the compara- 
live expenditures of the present and former admi- 
nistrations, and of the professions of economy and 
reform with which the administration party came 
into power, and fulfilment of those promises by 
more than doubling the expenses of the govern- 
ment. 

The debate was continued at considerablelength 
by Mr. Reed, and after he had concluded, the chair- 
man gave the floor to Mr Hopkins, but that gentle- 
man yielded it for the momentto Mr. Duncan who 
was understood to give notice of his intention to 
publish an expose contradicting the accuracy ofthe 
stateinent which had been sent into Virginia in re- 
lation to the expenditures of the general govern- 
ment. He said this to prevent the inference being 
drawn from remarks made yesterday, that the cor- 
rectness of that document would not be disputed. 
Gentlemen had been called upon to dispute it if 
they dare; he dared dispute it, and he would do so. 

Mr. Morgan inquired of Mr. Duncan whether he 
denied that the statemeut was a correct copy of the 





sylvania, moved the previous question. Mr. d@dums 


vious question being put, the ayes were 59 the noes | 


document referred to, so far as related to the ex- 
enditures of the government? 

Mr. Duncan said he did not deny that it was a 
correct copy so far as it went, but that it did not 
| give the whole. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. Hop- 
kins, who, amongst other things, went into an exa- 
inination of the political character of general Har- 
rison. Mr. H.coneluded his remarks at half past 
'six o’clock. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, then obtained the 
| floor, but yielded it for a moment to Mr. Proffil, 
| who desired to inquire of Mr. Hopkins whether that 
igentleman bad not stated that if general Scott had 





cominittee on public expenditures, to discharge that |been nominated for the presidency by the Harris- 


aug, egawenfion, he (Mr. H.) would have voted 
I for him: 

Mr. Hopkins said he never remembered to have 
_made such aremark. He would say, however, that 
ihe had always entertained the greatest personal re- 
| spect for general Scott, and that of the three gen- 


to add a few remarks to those of Mr. Leet, on the |tlemen whose names were before the Harrisbure 
Mr. Morris said that if | convention, that officer was his 


most decided 
| choice, and that, had he agreed with him (Mr. H.) 
iin his interpretation of the constitution of the U. 
States, he would have voted for him. 

Mr. Andrews having resumed the floor, Mr. Cor- 
win, of Ohio, appealed to him to yield it to allow 
‘him (Mr. C.) to make a personal explanation. Mr. 
A. having assented, Mr. C. proceeded to reply toa 
jremark made by Mr. Hopkins, in which that gen- 

tleaian had designated the statement (which has of 
late become of so much interest) in relation to the 
expenditures of the general government as “a cry- 
_Ing injustice” to the president of the United States; 
jand was led off, little by little, into some very ex- 
tended remarks in relation to Mr. Van Buren and 
general Harrison, which rivetted the attention of 
the committee until half past eight o’clock, 

Mr. Andrews then again claimed the floor, but the 
chair decided he had lost his right to it—havin 
yielded it, as the chair understood, unconditionally. 

And then, on motion of Mr. McKay, the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

And the house adjourned. 
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Arr cannon. It will be recollected by those who 
read the English newspapers, that a short time ago, 
they mentioned with high appreval,a newly invented 
air cannon, which by a simple mechanical motion, 
provides air, rarifies it, loads itself at the britch, and pro- 
pe!s 18 to 20 balls per minute, with a greater velocity 
than powder. We are informed that the inventor, W. 
F. Wilkins, of Hull, Engiand, is now in this city, from 
which he intends shortly to sail for Grand Cairo, in 
Egypt. ‘The invention has been presented to the pacha 
aud approved. [N. Y. Gaz. 


Associations. The charitable institutionsin England 
are said to amount to 5.627; and the friendly societies 
to5 756; and £5,600,0090, are collected in rates annually 
tor the support of the poor. 


Avauancne. Onthe morning of the 4th inst. alarge 
tract of land of several hundred acres, near Three Ri- 
vers, Lower Canada, slid off into the river. There were 
uyon it two houses, several barns, 40 horses, cows and 
other domestic animals, and 509 tine sugar maple trees. 
The land went off gradually, and the inhabitants, in- 
cluding the men employed in making sugar, who took 
the alarm as soon as they saw the trees moving, made 
their escape. 


BREADSTUFFS IN THE west. The Pittsburg Advo- 
cate of Thursday says that the sales of flour there 
have been small, at $2 62a $275. Wheat 40 cents. 


Cou. Crocxetr. The Boston Traveller has been in- 
formed that the son of col. Crockett, (a member of 
congress from ‘Tenunessee), has received information 
inducing him to believe that the report in relation to his 
father being in one of the mines of Mexico, is correct. 
Steps will be immediately taken to ascertain its truth, 
and procure his liberation. 


Corton. New York market 17thinst. The sales of 
cotton are large to-day, though owing to one large sale 
of 1,000 bales. The other sales amount to 700 bales— 
prices are a shade lower than they weretwo weeks ago. 


Deatu or Governor Nozsie. The Charleston Cou- 
rier, in announcing the death of governor Noble, the 
governor of South Carolina, says: 


“We announce, with unfeigned regret, the unex- 
pected and melancholy intelligence that our state has 
sustained a great loss in the death of his excellency, 
Patrick Noble, our late excellent and popular governor. 
‘nis mournful event took place at governor Noble’s 
residence, in Abbeville district, on the 7th instant, 
dropsy in the chest being, we understand, the disease 
of which he died. Governor Noble was a lawyer by 
profession, and was long a prominent member of our 
state legislature. In December, 1818, he succeeded to 
the chair of speaker of the house of representatives on 
the transfer of general Hayne, from the speaker’s chair, 
to the office of attorney general of the state. Governor 
Noble filled the office of speaker, by repeated re-elec- 
tions, until December 18238, when, for an interval, he 
left the hall of legislation for a private station. In No- 
veinber, 1833, having resumed his place in the legisla- 
ture, he was again chosen speaker of the house, on the 
vacation of the chair by the election of the honorable 
Henry L. Pinckney to congress, and held it also for 
the succeeding term. In 1836, he was elected to the 
state senate, and on the first day of his first appear- 
ance in that body, was chosen its president; the hon. 
Henrv Deas, his predecessor in that office, having de- 
clined a re-election to the legislature. In December, 
1833, he was elected governor of the state, (succeeding 
governor Butler), with the general coucurrence of all 
parues, and held the office at the time of his death.— 
Governor Noble was a man of amiable and irreproach- 
able character, sound judgment and high intelligence, 
and filled the executive vilice with grace and dignity. 
We believe that he was without an enemy, and his 
loss will be alike felt in the private circle and the pub- 
lic council. He was in the prime of life, being only in 
about the 50:h year of his age, whén cut short in his 
career of usefulness and honor. 

This is but the second time, we are aware of in our 
history, that the chief executive magistracy of the state 
has been vacated by death or any other cause, save the 
regular expiration of the ofiicial term. It happened once 
belore on the death of gov. Edward Rutledge, in 1899, 
when the bon. Joha Drayton, afterwards twice elected 
governor, and then appointed U.S. judge for the dis- 
irict of South Carolina, succeeded to the vacant office. 

On the present occasion, the mantle of the executive 
oflice falls, under the provision of our state constitution, 
on the lieutenant governor, Dr. B. K. Henegan, of 
Marlborough, long known as anesteemed senator from 
that district, and who was elecied lieutenant governor, 
at the same time when governor Noble was chosen 
governor.” 

The foliowing is the clause of the constitution, by 
virtue of which governor Henegan assumes the execu- 
tive chair: 

“11. Sec. 5. In ease of the impeachment of the go- 
yernor or his removal from office, death, resignation, or 
absence from the state, the lieutenant governor shall 
succeed to his office. And in case of the impeachment 
of the lieut’ governor, or his removal from office, death, 
resignation or absence from the state, the president ot 
the senate shall succeed to his office, until a nomination 
to those offices respectively shall be made by the senate 

and house of representatives, for the remainder of the 
time for which the officer so impeached, removed trom 











office, dying, resignation or being absent, was elected.” | 


Execrion. Col. James Gadsden has been elected 
president of the Charleston and Cincinnati rail road 
company, in place V. W. Bee, resigned. 


ERIE CANAL TONNAGE. ‘The tonnage moving on the 
Erie canal during the year 1839, by a late report of the 
state officers, amounted to 845,167 tons. Of this quan- 
tity 252,244 tons came on to the canal west of Monte- 
zuma intermediate to Buffalo, and from beyond our 
own state. The Oswega canal yielded 221,014 tons; 
the Cayuga and Seneca, 26,3009; Chemung, 36,089; 
Crooked Lake, 26,823 ; Chenango, 16,923— Ii entering 
the Erie canal east of Montezuma. 

The product of the forest, in lumber, timber, &c. 
floated on the Erie canal, amounted to 437,736 tons.— 
From agriculture, in breadstufls, the tonnage was 
124,633; being less than the average tonnage in these 
articles for the last six years. ‘The forest is decreasing, 
whilst it is certain that agriculture, manufactures and 
other articles, will not supply the deficiency for along 
period of time. 

That the capacity of the Erie canal, in is present 
state, ¢ven with single locks, is adequate to the trans- 
portation of all the products of the forest, agriculture, 
«ec. is proved from the report of the commissioners of 
the canal fund, in assembly document No. 63. It is 
stated page 12, that the tonnage has decreased from 
753,191 tons, coming to tidewaters in 1835, to 602,125 
tons in 1839—a falling off of 151,062 tons. Further, the 
lockages, at the most crowded puint, (Alexander’s lock, 
three miles east of Schenectady), has decreased during 
the last six years from 25,793 to 24,234—to 1,564 lock- 
ages. Itis stated that 242 lockages have taken place 
on one day, without full employment to the canals, viz: 
177 lockages east, and 65 west. This would give at the 
same rate, for the last season of navigation, 51,186 
lockages, instead of 24,234—in other words, it is a true 
indication of the capacity of the canal. 


ExcuancE, at New York 17thinst. Bills on London 
7 1-2 to 8; bills on Paris 5f. 27 1-2c. Domestic Ex- 
change—Philadelphia 5 1-2; Baltimore 51-4; Richmond 
6 1-4a6 1-2; Charleston 3 3-4a4;.Augusta 10; Macon 
11 ; Savannah 7 1-2a8 1-2; Mobile 8 1-2a9; N. Orleans 
7 1-2a8 1-2. 


Fires. At Charleston, S. C.on the 16th, the block 
of buildings, called Victoria Range, west side of King 
street,was destroyed by fire. Lossof Messrs Butler & 
Jones, $9,000; Lambert & Brother, $18,000; O. M. Ro- 
berts & Co. $7,000; Mr. Oats, $2,000. 

Fire in Mobile. On the night of the 31st ult. a fire 
broke out in a new brick building, owned by Mr. Wil- 
kins, on St. Francis street, Mobile which communicat- 
ed toa row of buildings adjoining, which were all de- 
stroyed. ‘The building on the corner of Water street, 
and two or three south of it, were much damaged. The 
sarriage Warehouse of Mr. Howell, and the warehouse 
of W. & E. Smith, in rear of it, as well as the drug 
store of Woodruff & Watkins, were entirely consum- 
ed. We have no other particulars; but the Mobile 
Chronicle of the Ist inst. says, a large amount of pro- 
perty has been sacrificed. 


Fire in Rome. The destruction occasioned by the 
late fire at the Roman college, in Rome, was much 
more extensive than at first supposed. ‘T'hree hundred 
and seventy manuscripts were burnt. Among these were 
27 Arabric, 43 Persian, 9 Armenian and a large ccllec- 
tion of Hindoo and Chinese dramas, all of which were 
unpublished; and of which, it is believed, there are no 
copies existing in Europe. The number of printed 
books lost im the flames has not been ascertained, but 


about 1,590 volumes of the earliest era of printing are | 


gone; and the invaluable collection of Greek and Latin 
classics, bequeathed to the college by the great philo- 
logist, Muretus, who died in 15385, with whose auto- 
graphical notes most of the margins of their pages are 
enriched. (N. Y. Star. 


Fisnenres. The “first salmon” caught in the Ken- 
nebec this year was suid in Boston on Friday last for 
forty-two dollars. It weighed 18 pounds. 


I’tour. Inspections at Philadelphia the three months 
endivg 3ist March, 163,337 barrels wheat, 13,332 rye. 
Prices at New York range from $5 12 1-2 to $5 37 1-2 
according to quality. ‘The Journal of Commerce says: 
“he Erie and Champlain canals are to be open tor 
navigation on Monday next. There are great quanti- 
tics of flour and wheat to come down, and the sooner 
some of it gets here, the better, for the stock on hand is 
extremely small. A dealer observed to us a day or 
two since, that he had not known the market so bare 
of flour tor fifteen years.” 

The Halifax, N.S. Haligonian, of the 7th inst. says: 
“A Jarger quanty of flour has come into this market 
during the last month, than we ever remember during 
the same period before. ‘The rumor of a border dis- 
turbance, on Saturday, caused large lots to change 
hands, without, however, affecting the prices. We 
understand that large quantities are still expected, 
which will render the arucle almost a drug in the mar- 
ket.” 


Mr. Forrest, the distinguished American actor, in 
returi for a well merited compliment paid him by the 
“Forrest Fire Engine company,” has made the com- 
pany a handsome donation of books, enclosed in an 
elegant book case, asa nucleus for an extensive libra- 
ry, which he recommends them to form. It is an ex- 
cellent move. [N. Y. Star. 


Franking. Under the penny postage system in 
England, franking is wholly abolished, much to the 
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grief of certain peers and M. P’s. ‘The prime minis- 
ter himself can neither send nor receive a free letter. 


Grain crops. The Germantown (Pennsylvania) 
Telegraph of the 21st instant, says: “The appearance 
of the crops of winter grain, in this neighborhood was 
never more flattering at this period than they are, at 
the present time. C. 8S. Smith, residing in this vicinity, 
handed us a stalk of rye, on Wednesday last, mea- 
suring nearly two feet and a half, in full head! The 
first of May has generally been considered an early 
period for grain to head. 


IRON TILLER ROPES. It is stated that wire ropes for 
steering are now used on two hundred and sixty-four 
steambvats. It is only about eighteen months since 
they were first used. 


Minirary. Inreference to the present resources of 
the United States, in view of a hostile termination of 
the present controversy, it is stated that besides 490,000 
arms that have been distributed by the general govern- 
ment to the respective states, there are now in the arse- 
nals 600,000 muskets ready for use, and of heavy can- 
non 3,000 pieces. Supplies of balls and all kinds of 
projectiles are abundant. There is a sufficient store 
of materials to manufacture 5,000 pistols and swords 
per month. ‘The amount of gunpowder on hand is 
stated at 12,000 barrels, with materials for 4,000 more. 


NATIVITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES OF THE Unrrep Srates. Of the two hun- 
dred and thirty-five members of the house, the follow- 
ing states give birth to the number set opposite each in 
the table subjoined: 


Pennsylvania, 37 Georgia, 7 
Virginia, 34 Maine, 5 
Massachusetts, 25 New Hampshire, 3 
New York, © 21 Vermont, 5 
Connecticut, 18 Delaware, 3 
North Carolina, 17 Ohio, 3 
South Carolina, 12 Louisiana, 2 
Kentucky, 12 Rhode Island, 1 
Maryland, 11 Ireland, 4 
Tennessee, 11 England, 1 


Eight of the U. States have not yet had the honor of 
giving birth toa member of congress. [Madisonian. 


Ouro RIVER. Eight feet water at Louisville on the 
1Sth—seven feet at Pittsburg on the 16ih—and eight 
feet (falling) at Wheeling on the 17th. 


PENNSYLVANIA BITUMINOUS coal. Supplies of this 
coal, the quality of which is said to be very superior, are 
expected in this market in a few days by the tide 
water canal. Thisis anew item of trade here, and 
will, we have no doubt, become a very important one. 

(Balt. Amer. 


PROGRESS OF RAIL RoaDS. From Albany west, the 
following are tinished: 


Albany to Schenectady, 16 
Utica to Schenectady, 78 
Uuca tu Syracuse, 53 
Syracuse to Auburn, 26 
Rochester to Batavia, 32 
205 


From Auburn to Rochester 78; Batavia to Buffalo 
34, are commenced. ‘I'hus will the whole distance from 
Boston to Buffalo, (590 miles), very soon be finished. 


Wm. M. Price. Mr. Price has written aletter, dated 
Paris, March 23d, to Messrs. Edward Curtis and Aaron 
Vanderpoel, members.of congress from this state, re- 
questing them to procure the appointment of a com- 
mittee of congress further to investigate during the re- 
cess, the frauds alleged to have been committed on the 
public revenue at this place. Mr. Price solemnly avers 
that he was never connected with Mr. Swartwout in 
the preparation of a dishonorable act. He stili asserts 
that if he is credited by government with large sums, 
which he says are unquestionably his due, the govern- 
ment would be found indebted to him. Mr. P. says it 
is his intention to return home in the course of the en- 
suing month, when he will be ready to answer unreserv- 
edly any interrogatories which any commitiee of con- 
gress may think proper to propose. [N. Y. Amer. 


SPECIE AND MULBERRY TREES. The barque Ann 
Louisa, at N. York from Rio Janeiro brought $50,000 
in specie, and as part of the balance of her lading 
30,000 mulberry trees, and 19,200 cuttings do. id 


STEAMBOAT. ‘J'he steamboat Commerce was burnt 
at Cincinnati, on the 13th, while hauled up in the yard 
for repairs, 

STEAM ENGINES. ‘The steam engines of England are 
computed to perturm labor equal to 7,450,000 men; and 
by operating on machinery, equal to 100,000,000 men. 


_ YANKEE ENTERPRIZE- Half way between Cairo and 
Suez, in igypt, there is a hotel kept by a Yankee, 
which is a great place of resort for all travellers who are 
hunting antiquities, or bound down the Red Sea. ‘I‘hey 
go to the right place for notions—we guess there ain’t 
many things, from the wheels of Pharoah’s wagon to 
the torn skirt of Joseph’s garment, that he couldn’t find, 
“if he sould set out to.” [Boston Post. 


Woot. ‘The number of sheep in the United States 
is estimated by a writer at 15 000,000. Allowing the es- 
tima'e at three pounds per head, the clip of 1839 would 
be 45,090,099 pounds of wool. The average price of the 
commodities tor the last few years has been 45 cents 
a pound; at this rate the yield of last year would be of 
more than twenty thousand of dollars value. 
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